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The Marshall University Oral History of Appalachia Program is an 
attempt to collect and preserve on tape the rich, yet rapidly disappearing 
oral and visual tradition of Appalachia by creating a central archive at 
the James E. Morrow Library on the Marshall campus. Valued as a source 
of original material for the scholarly community, the program also seeks 
to establish closer ties between the varied parts of the Appalachian region-
West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
In the Spring of 1972, members of the Cabell-Wayne Historical Society 
joined with Dr. O. Norman Simpkins, Chairman, Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, and Dr. Michael J. Galgano of the Department of History in 
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April 1974, the Oral History program received a three year development 
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refinement. In 1976, the program became affiliated with New York Times 
Microfilm Corporation of America. To date, approximately 4,200 pages of 
transcribed tapes have been published as part of the New York Times Oral 
History Program. These materials represent one of the largest single 
collections of Appalachian oral materials in existence. Royalties earned 
from the sale of the transcripts are earmarked for the continuation of 
the program. 
The first interviews were conducted by Marshall University History 
and Sociology students. Although students are currently involved in the 
program, many interviews are conducted by the Oral History staff. Graduate 
students are strongly encouraged to participate in the program by taking 
special topic courses in oral history under the supervision of Dr. Robert 
Maddox, program director since September 1978. 
The program seeks to establish contacts with as broad a variety of 
regional persons as possible. Farmers, physicians, miners, teachers, 
both men and women all comprise a significant portion of the collection. 
Two major types of interviews have been compiled: the whole life and 
the specific work experience. In the whole life category, the interviewer 
attempts to guide ~ubtly the interviewee through as much of his or her life 
as can be remembered. The second type isolates a specific work or life 
experience peculiar to the Appalachian region and examines it in detail. 
Although both types of interviews are currently being conducted, emphasis 
is now placed on the specific work experience. Recent projects are concerned 
primarily with health care, coal mining, and the growth of labor organizations. 
Parts II and III of the Oral History of Appalachia collection were 
compiled by Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director, and processed by Ms. Brenda 
Perego. 
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JM: This is an interview with Robert Henry Christopher Kay of 
Charleston, West Virginia, who was born March 7, 1896. 
The interview is conducted by John Morgan of the Charleston 
Gazette on May 1, 1981. 
RK: As you have stated, I was born on March 7, 1896, at a 
little coal mining town called Royal in Raleigh County, 
right across the New River from Prince in Fayette County . 
Coal was mined fro~ the top of the ridge, and it was very 
high quality coking coal of the Sewell seam, and we lived 
there until about 1902. And my father was a coal miner, 
and we moved from Royal to Kayford. That was the head 
of cabin Creek. When we got off the train at Acme, 
which is about a mile and a half from Kayford, I recall 
vividly we went and got on a wagon, and one of the horses 
was a pinto pony of some kind because it was black and 
white, and what the other one's color was I do not know. 
In about another year the railroad reached cabin Creek. 
JM: How old were you when you moved to Kayford? 
RK: I was six years old. 
JM: Do you have any memories of what it was like at Royal? 
RK: Yes, I remember the transport of the coal from a highway, 
from a tramway across the New River. The tipple was over 
on the C&O side, the Prince side. And the coal was 
transported from the top of a mountain on a cableway, and 
it was carried over in buckets, and it dropped it on the 
other side of the river . I remember New River had a ferry 
there, but that's about all I remember. Of course I was 
six when we left Royal. 
JM: Now Kayford didn't have any relationship to the family 
name of Kay, did it? 
RK: That's right. I'm going to tell you. Kayford was named 
after the Kay and the Ford families. My uncle, James Kay, 
was a coal operator, and he was a stone mason by trade, 
and, incidentally, he and a fellow named Murphy built a 
good many of the stone arches on the C&O railroad when 
it came through in 1873. And they had no vision of the 
size of the engines and the speed of the trains at the 
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time they built them, but those Scotsmen put those keyways 
in there, and they stayed there. And then he later on 
went up to Canada and helped build the Welland Canal, and 
that was done, and then they came back, and he got into 
the coal business, and I had an uncle who was named James 
Lang. He and my uncle James Kay opened up Royal, and all 
of the rest of the family worked around there, and my 
grandfather, Thomas Kay and Elizabeth Kay, are buried 
up there at Royal. And my uncle James Lang went to 
Lewisburg and got in the coal business in that area, 
my uncle Jim Kay came down to Charleston, and they went 
with a fellow by the name of Ford, and they bought the 
land at the head of cabin Creek, and called it the Kayford 
Mining Company, and that is how it got its name. And the 
next year the railroad reached Kayford. And they had 
imported a large number of Italians for the purpose of 
building the tramways. And my first job, I was seven 
years old, I was carrying water for these Italians who 
were building this tramway, which was built by hand, largely. 
JM: This was at Kayford? 
RK. At Kayford, I thought they drank like camels. But the 
next year, in the summertime, I had a job of trapper in 
the old Shamrock mine, with these Scotch names and Lanark 
were the birthplace of my father and uncles, and my father 
came to this country when he was about 15. The rest of 
them were a little older than that. My uncle Will and my 
uncle Jim came first, and then my uncle Torn and the rest of 
the girls in the family all came over after that. First 
they settled in Maryland, and then they went from there to 
Sharon, Pennsylvania, in that area and then came back here 
and uncle Jim got into the coal business. 
JM: When did he come to West Virginia? 
RI<: About 18 and 60 some. 
JM: Late sixties. 
RK: Late sixties. And they worked in the mines, and they had, 
my uncle James Lang, and my uncle Jim, had a vision to make 
this the second Pittsburgh, because they had some iron ore 
up in Greenbrier County, and they had the greatest coking 
coal in the world here, and they had that vision, but the 
,,1 
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iron ore of Greenbrier County didn't turn out to compete 
with the Mesabi Range in Minnesota. 
JM: Where would be the second Pittsburgh? 
RK: On the New River. 
JM: In the Kayford area? 
RK: No, Kayford is in Cabin Creek. In the New River area, 
along in Prince or Royal. On the C&O they had the 
railroad transportation. But the iron ore wasn't 
equivalent to the quality of iron ore that would come 
out of the great Mesabi Range in Minnesota, so they gave 
that up. But they had that vision. Then getting back 
to Kayford, the next job I had was in the summer I was 
eight years old, which would be 1904. 
JM: Do you remember how much you were paid on the first job? 
RK: Yes, I was paid 50 cents a day for carrying water for 
these Italian laborers, and I was paid $1 a day for the 
trapping. Now trapping, just in case you don't know it, 
when you are driving one entry into the hill, you have 
to drive a parallel entry, and you have a fan there to 
blow the air back, and that air keeps blowing back, and 
you have a what they call a trap door to keep the air 
from coming out, to keep it back of the face of the mine 
where the miners are working. And all the coal was 
hauled out of the mi.ne. 
JM: The trapper. 
RK: Really opened that door and closed it when the coal was 
hauled out by a mule driver who was driving a mule and 
hauling the cars out. Didn't have electricity for 
electric motors or such at that time. It was a little 
later they had those. But each of the coal companies 
had their own electric plant. It wasn't like it is now. 
And the Appalachian Power Company saw the need of having 
a power plant. They furnished power to all of these coal 
companies. But that day each coal company had its own 
electric plant, had a fellow by the name of Dadisman. 
I remember him, and my father spoke of him highly. He 
was genius at electrical equipment, and he later came 
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to Charleston, but we had our own electric plant at 
Kayford. And then my next job after that was the 
summertime. I was greasing cars. They had these low 
cars that would hold about a ton of coal. And the seam 
there was about five feet, six, something like that, and 
the cars that come out were pulled out by a mule, and 
they needed those cars greased, so I was a lubrication 
engineer fancy, or a grease jockey. So then in 1908 we 
moved down, my father's health was getting bad, what 
you would now call black lung, but we didn't call it that 
then. My mother decided she wasn't going to have her 
family raised in a coalfield. She was a very ambitious 
woman. She was a great girl. And one of the greatest 
women I have met in my life, not because she was my 
mother, but she just, she could do everything and was 
not afraid of nothing. And so we moved down to this 
little farm, 97 acres on 13-Mile Creek, about a mile 
from the town of Leon. And our power plant there was a 
yoke of oxen, and one horse. And that horse learned to 
take a long step and a short one to keep pace with those 
oxen. When we moved there, we didn't have a wagon. We 
had a sled, what I sometimes refer to as a sled farm. 
J We worked that farm there, and we went to school at Leon. 
Had to walk a mile. 
JM: You must hav~ been rather close to the Blagg farm. 
RK: No, I think the Blagg farm was below Leon. I believe it 
was. I don't remember Donald Blagg. Now I think I could 
make some comments on Don's story about Governor William 
M. o. Dawson. It was Joe Chilton who ran that deal up 
there, because I heard it from another source. Anyway, 
so we worked on the farm there, and so my mother wanted 
me to go to school, and I wanted to go to school. I 
always wanted to be a lawyer, as long as I can remember. 
So my aunt, who married a fellow by the name of John 
Anderson lived at Sharon, Pennsylvania, and he was a 
carpenter, and so I worked as a section hand, my first 
job, public job, other than a coal mining job, was as 
a section hand on the old K&M Railroad, following the 
March, 1913, flood which was the biggest flood on the 
Kanawha River from Charleston down. It wasn't the 
biggest flood from Point Pleasant down. It was the 
biggest flood from Charleston down. It was the same 
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height, the water there, of the 1884 flood. 
JM: Which flood are you talking about now? 
RK: The 1913 flood. And so the whole bottom was covered with 
water. one end of the railroad track was all ·covered up 
and there were a lot of slides and so they hired a lot of 
extra people and I hired on. 
JM: That was right near Leon. 
RK: That was right in Leon. The railroad, our farm bordered 
on the river, but there was not any river bottom to it, 
just enough ground to get along with the railroad track, 
and the road which paralleled the railroad track on the 
hill side of the road, along in that area. Now, so I 
saved my money, and incidently they paid us by special 
train coming through and paid us in gold, that shiny, 
gold, gold, gold bright and yellow, hard and gold. 
JM: How much were you making then? 
RK: I think about $1.50. 
JM: An hour. 
RK: A day. 
JM: A day. 
RK: Right, and we worked 10 hours a day, seven in the morning 
until 6 at night. 
JM: What kind of pieces did they pay you with? $4 gold pieces 
or what? 
RK: They would pay with $10 gold pieces once a month. And I 
worked for a fellow by the name of Beaver. He was the 
section foreman down there, and it was his people who 
worked for the railroad. So I went up to Sharon, Pennsylvania. 
I got on the train at Leon, went down to Point Pleasant, 
and the, I caught the B&O and went up to Beaver Falls, 
and got off there and got on the Pennsylvania Railroad 
and went up the Shenango River to, went through Beaver 
Falls and then on through West Middlesex and to a place 
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call Farrell, it was a great steel town, and then into 
Sharon. And that fall I entered Sharon High School. And 
I played football, played on the first football game that 
I ever saw, I never saw one before. We practiced, but I 
played in that football game, played that full season at 
Sharon High School. 
JM: Do you remember anything about the style of play then? 
RK: Yes, it was a lot different, rougher, and used power pl:1.ys, 
and the change came about, opened the thing up largely 
when the pros got in. Of course power plays weren't 
e x citing. It was like a wrestling match. You can't get 
many people to go to a wrestling matching. More people 
boxing, got more rna~euverability. 
JM: Know what year was that you played? 
RK: That was in 1913, the fall of 1913. 
JM: And did you wear any padding? 
RI<: Oh yes, we wore padding, but it was not thick padding like 
it is now. The pants had some reeds up, so your thigh 
muscles wouldn't get busted, and some of them wore shin 
guards, and the helmets were very light-like. Sometimes 
you didn't wear any helmets. 
JM: It was a uniform? 
RK: Oh, it was a uniform . The shoes had cleats on them, and 
that kind of stuff. 
JM: Did they do any passing at all then? 
RI<: Very little. There always a line play, off tackle or 
around the end or through the center of the line, but 
very little passing. Passing came into play a good 
bit after that. There was some I guess in the high school. 
Now in Marshall College, we had passing down there. I'm 
going to come to one of those stories, which is an unusual 
one. So the next year I worked in, for a farmer down 
there. He was cutting some timber, and I was paid $1 a 
day for 10 hours a day at that. 
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JM: This was in the Leon area? 
RK: This was in the Leon area, yeah. A fellow by the name 
of McDowell, John McDowell, and he was an old timer down 
there. Then I went down to Marshall College. That was 
in the fall of 1914. You see the First World war had 
just broke out in August of 1914, and of course all the 
papers w,are full cf the war, and the wa.r of A11gust, I 
don't know whether you have ever read that book, it's 
a right interesting book, the journals and all leading 
up to the First World War. At Marshall College I had 
some great tea~hers. I had one woman by the name of 
Naomi Everetts. She was the sister to Elliott Northcott, 
who was later a U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals judge and 
later to the Northcott, Tate and Hagy Clothing Store down 
there, and a very brilliant woman, and I took a great 
liking to her. She was a history teacher. She was the 
only woman at that time that had the Legion of Honor. 
It was given to her. One of her relations, she translated 
French for him when he was down in South America. I don't 
remember what happened to her husband, but she was great 
history teacher, and inspiring, one of these teachers 
J that you wanted to get your lesson good for. And that's 
the difference between an instructor and a teacher. And 
I had another teacher by the name of Lillian Johnson, 
and she was a devout Baptist, had graduated from Denison 
University. And I took a course in Greek and mathematics 
to her. Now it wasn't necessary to go to Baptist Sunday 
School, but it didn't hurt you any, because she was down 
there teaching that course. Had another teacher down there 
by the name of Edith Marshall . Edith Marshall was the 
daughter of a lawyer Ma:::-shall up in the northern pa.rt of 
the state, and his brother, Tiny Ma:::-shall, Edwin Marshall, 
went to school with me at the university. And we had 
another teacher, Boyd chambers was our coach. I had a 
Latin course to him. And he taught football, in the fall 
he taught track and baseball in the spring, and the tennis 
court, he taught that also. And we had players come in 
there, most of them were wanting to be school teachers. 
A few of us didn't. But the first year I was down there, 
by being a football play2r, it gave you a lot of opportunities. 
I had a job of waiting tables, and the next thing I knew 
I was running the table and hiring a cook and paying the 
rent. And in connection with that these boys would pay 
me the cost of, so much a month for their board, and I 
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a deal with a laundry outfit to come up and pick up the 
laundry of these students at the boarding house and 
collected the money for the laundry from tte students 
there, then I got 15 percent of what I took in for my 
services. It worked out fine. Then the next year I 
started out with running the boarding house, and it was 
toward the spring, the spring of 1915, that I got into 
that boarding house. In the fall of 1915 I just went 
back where I started from. And in the fall of 1914 I 
played on Marshall College's football tea~. We played 
the same teams as the university played. We played the 
university that fall at Morgantown. We played Bethany. 
We played Washington and Lee. Over at Lexington, Kentucky 
we played Centre College. We played Marietta College. 
w,2 pl::1yed Morris Harvey College. We never played, Marshall 
had played W1::!sleyan, but not the two years that I was there. 
JM: What position were you playing then? 
RK: I was playing right guard . 
JM: Did you do the same at Sharon? 
RK: I played on the line at Sharon. 
JM: Do you remember at Sharon, were you generally victorious, 
or did you lose? 
RK: I think we won more games than we lost. 
JM: And at Marshall, also? 
RK: At Marshall also, right. Now of course we lost to 
Washington and Lee. But we beat Marietta, and the 
university beat us. But we had beat Morris Harvey, 
and we beat Centre College. That's the first time, 
the years when I go to the university, I'll tell you 
that story, too. That's a long story. Then the next 
year we were playing the university. And they played 
that year at Huntington. And the year of 1914 the 
university commenced getting big time. 
JM: You mean West Virginia University? 
RK: West Virginia University. That's The University, in the 
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vernacular of the initiated. They had hired a fellow by 
the name of Saul Metzger. I have forgotten where he was 
from, but anyway he was getting big time. They went over 
to Bethany College and picked up a great tackle by the 
name of J. Burns Webster. His nickname was Sprig, and 
he tackled fast. In fact he was the fastest man on the 
team. Then the next year, 1915, he went over and picked 
up Ira Ro,::,ers from Bethany. And Ira Rodgers was a 1 ineman. 
When he came to the university, they put him in the 
fullman position. He played fullback against Marshall 
College, down at Marshall College. Well, the thing got 
started off. We had a fellow by the name of, I don't 
know what his first name was, Blondie Taylor. He was 
from up here at Clendenin, the Clendenin Taylors o I 
think he was some relation to Judge Taylor. They were 
all out of Clendenin. He went up to the university, and 
they were getting big time, and he was a tackle and a 
big guy, and when he got up there, he either didn't like 
it or saw that he couldn't make the team. They had the 
fellow by the name of J. Burns Webster playing one tackle, 
and Harry Curry playing the other, and he was a big 
bruising guy. Anyway he came home, and Boyd Chambers 
picked him up, and he played then for us. So in this 
ball game in 1915 Taylor was playing right tackle, and 
I was playing this right guard. Well, the university 
had a fellow by the name of Mike Leatherwood, who was 
playing quarterback for them. 
JM: LeatherMOOd? 
RK: LeathenJOod. He was from Wheeling, and he was the 
correspond2nt for the Wheeling Intelligencer. And every 
paper would come out: "Leatherwood Stars." They didn't 
have sports writers. LeatherMood wrote the story into 
the newspaper. Like Ty Cobb writing a story into the 
ball game, telling what a great player Ty Cobb was. And 
he was a great player. But it was "Leathenvood Stars'' 
all the time. Then a halfbackc They had one of the 
halfbacks, a fellow by the name of Hite. He was from 
Huntington. Clay Hite. And the other halfback was a 
fellow by the name of Andrew King. We called him Rip 
King. He was from down in Tennessee. 
JM: Are these Marshall players? 
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RK: No, these are the university players. 
JM: That's what I thought. 
RK : Yeah, these are the university players. I'll tell the 
Marshall players later. Then Rodgers was playing 
fullback. Ira Eric Rogers. He was the greatest athlete 
the university has ever produced. Then on the line they 
had a fellow by the name of Hager. And Mills playing 
the end . And they had Webster playing one tackle, and 
Russell Bailey was playing the center. And I'll think 
of the other tackle's name. 
JM: curry, didn't you say awhile ago. 
RK: Curry, Harry Curry, big bruising guy, he played on the 
other tackle. They were trying to get even with this 
fellow Blondie Taylor, but they had da~n poor eyesight. 
They were hitting me more than they were hitting him. 
They gave me a going over . And the final score ••• We 
had a fellow by the name of Workman playing quarterback, 
and he was one of the great Workmans, football players 
out of Huntington, the rest of them went to Ohio State. 
Hoge Workman became an all - American, playing at Ohio 
State, and there was another Workman went over there. 
But this Workman was the oldest of them, and he was 
playing our quarterback. They had Taylor playing this 
tackle next to me . We had a little halfba~k, weighed 
about 120 pounds, name of Runt Carter. And we had a 
fellow name of, we called him Dago Lawrence, playing 
fullback for us. And we had a fellow by the name of 
Yeager playing the other halfback . So we get the ball 
down through maneuvers of Workman, down about the 20 
yard line, adn we had worked on this play, called the 
Tower Play . When we called the play, Workman kept 
running back, and Taylor went through their line, Carter 
right behind him, and I was blocking them. We get Taylor 
over the goal line, and Taylor pulls carter up on his 
shoulder, way up there, and Workman throws this pass at 
him. Nobody could get to him. Six, we scored six points. 
And that ended that. Then the university really got mad. 
And they gave us a terrible beating. So the next morning 
Duke Ridgely was a sports writer for the Herald Dispatch 
come out "Marshall Scores, 11 then down at the bottom 96 to 6. 
_;t 
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Duke Ridgely, incidentally was a great sports writer and 
a friend of mine all through the years. And he named 
Marshall College the Thundering Herd. He likewise named 
Huntington High School the Pony Express. So a good many 
football teams get their names from some sports writer 
so~eplace. Take the Four Horsemen. Grantland Rice gave 
them that name under Rockne. So then the next year, well 
while at Marshall College I would take a course in general 
history from Mrs. Everetts, then I would take a special ' 
examination in French history or English history or Greek 
history, and so I only spent two years down there with 
these extra credits I got with these special examirations, 
get me enough credits to get into the unt.ersity. So I 
went up there in the fall of 1916. And I went out for 
the football team. And I had worked that summer in the 
American Car and Foundry Company there in Huntington, 
bucking rivets, building coal hoppers, and that got me 
enough money to pay my tuition up at the university, and 
I knew I could always get • • • One thing about football 
players, it gives you an opportunity, it opens the door 
for you. It's up to you then to be a gentleman and be a 
scholar and make whatever you can. Two men with equal 
ability, the man who gets the chance to demonstrate is 
the man who goes someplace. And football players, they 
are always trying to help you out someplace. The first 
job I had was waiting the table, the training table for 
the football team. They were big time at that time. And 
Mont McIntire was coach at that time. He had replaced 
Saul Metzer, who finished in 1915 by playing Washington 
and Lee here in Charleston. And I thought we were going 
to play Washington and Lee after that. And Boyd Chambers 
brought us up to see that ball game that was played up 
here in Kanawha City. And through a mistake of the official 
Metzer didn't like it, and anyway he discussed it with 
Frank Butler Trotter, the president of the university, so 
they called the team off, and forfeited the ball game, 
lost it 1-0. I thought the• university, with the power 
they had, could beat Washington and Lee. Washington and 
Lee had some great ~layers. Had a fellow by the name of 
Cy Young. He had played down at Marshall College and 
went to Washington and Lee, and he could run 100 yards 
in 10 seconds. 
The Marshall University Tower Play, you say? 
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RK: Marshall College Tower Play. 
JM: Okay. That was outlawed the following yea.t? 
RK: The following year. It was designed by Boyd Chambers. 
And of course he had Blondie Taylor, about six feet two 
inches tall. And this Runt Carter he was about 120 
pounds. And we called him Runt. And this was a play 
built for him and Taylor. 
JM: The Tower Play. 
RK: The Tower Play. 
JM: Not Power Play. 
RK: No, Tower, (spells) T-o-w-e-r, Tower Play. But our 
halfback was a fellow by the name of Nagel, and he was 
a pretty good passer. And Yeager, who was the father 
of Chuck Yeager, out here at Steptoe and Johnson, and 
I had an old picture of the football team down at Marshall, 
and I gave it to Chuck. And Yeager worked for the Carbide, 
and that is going back in a little bit of history. 
JM: Did Yeager play? 
RK: No, this Yeager here didn't, but his father did down there, 
the father who retired from Carbide years ago. But his 
son is a lawyer now for Steptoe and Johnson. Chuck Yeager, 
Charles Yeager. But his father played football down at 
Marshall College when I was there. 
JM: The father of the man who traveled faster than sound? 
RK: No, no, that Yeager was a different breed of cat. That 
Yeager was from Lincoln County. Yeah, I saw him fly 
under this bridge up here. 
JM: Now, about the time you got started up at the university 
you all of a sudden went to the army, didn't you? 
RK: Yeah, in the fall up there the university, the fall of '16, 
Webster, Hager and Mills were playing the ends. Webster 
and curry were playing the tackles. And a fellow by the 
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name of Russell Bailey, a brilliant medical mind, was 
playing the center, and one of the finest football 
players that I ever played with. I was very fond of 
him, and he and I were great friends. And then in the 
backfield we had Rodgers playing fullback, had Hite 
and King playing the halfbacks, and a fellow by the name 
of Lentz playing the quarterback, although Rodgers 
called the signals. 
JM: Now what year was this? 
RK: This was the fall of 1916. And then that fall, after 
the football season was over, then we were getting ready 
for track. I went out for track incidentally while at 
Marshall College. I was captain of the track team down 
there, run the 440 and the two-mile and the hurdles, but 
I wasn't very good at the hurdles. And in that connection, 
a sideline story. Didn't have any clothes, except what 
little we could gather here or there. The players had 
to go out and solicit from the merchants the prizes they 
were going to give on the various track meets. Well, I 
•1 went down to Northcutt, Tate and Hagy and got them to 
put up a sweater for that 120-yard hurdles. Well, I 
intended to win that thing, because I needed a coat. 
So in those days you could knock down, you had to jump 
the first hurdle, knock the rest of them down, but jump 
the last one, it was perfectly legal. So I had run the 
quarter mile before. So I went in and put on some football 
shoes and some football socks and had them taped up on ••• 
They said lfAre you going to run the high hurdles?" "Sure 
am ••• I'm out here, ain't I?" So I got out there and 
I run and jumped that first one and run through all of 
the rest of them. The hurdles were made out of lath. 
They didn't have them like they are now. 
JM: Made out of what? 
RK: Building lath. We made our ·our high hurdles. Lathes 
were strips that you put plaster on a house. 
JM: And it's very fragile? 
RK: Oh, very fragile. So I run through the rest of them, with 
splinters flying every place. I jumped that last one and 
won it, and they tried to disqualify me. I called the 
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rules on them, and I kept the sweater. 
JM: That's a good story. Where did you win the $20 gold piece? 
RK: Well, I won that in an oratorical contest. I won that at 
the university. I got three pieces of gold that I got 
from up there. I got a gold watch for winning the Penn 
Relays in the spring of 1917. I will tell you that story 
following this. And as captain of the football team, a 
gold football. And an oratorical contest, I won that on 
the debating team at the university. And won this $20 
gold piece in an oratorical contest up there. That was 
the only pieces of gold I got. Incidentally, Stanley 
Morris, who died the other day, Stanley and I were on the 
same debating team . I am just making a contribution to 
Stanley Morris with $100 in memory of my debating teammate, 
Stanley c. Morris. I'm going to send that up to the 
Permanent Endowment Fund. I'm one of the trustees of 
that, and we don't spend $1 of the principal. But I 
want to give that in the memory ••• I do that often to 
memories of people, the players and my coaches and my 
teachers too. So, get back to the fall fo 1916, then, 
war was declared in April 19, 1917. Well, a whole bunch 
of the university students, they were going to enlist in 
a regiment in Pittsburgh. And they advertised it was 
going to be in France early. Well, these damn college 
students had rah, rah stuff. So we went up, a whole 
bunch of us, at different times. Went up to Pittsburgh 
and enlisted in the Fifth Regiment of Engineers in the 
National Army. And, oh a whole bunch of us went up there 
at various times. I went up there and enlisted, and then 
was out for the track team, and they told us to come back 
to the university then and await orders. In the meantime 
Penn Relays were coming up, and I was on the Penn Relay 
team and won that gold watch in the Penn relays. Then 
we just got back, as I recall it, not very long, maybe 
a week, I got my orders to come to Oakmont. Oakmont is 
on the Monongahela River above Pittsburgh, where there 
was a training camp. And then I probably had written my 
mother. I don't know recall right here. And I went home, 
took all my clothes home. At the university in those days 
they had a cadet corps, and they furnished you a uniform. 
That give me an advantage, and all of the West Virginia 
boys an advantage in the regiment, which normally you 
wouldn't have, because we had this army experience. So 
JM: 
RK: 
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I took ~y other stuff home and went to see my mother 
and tell her what I had done. 
You lived at Leon then? 
Lived at Leon then. So mother said, I told her that I 
had enlisted. She said, "I expect:ed you to." Which is 
a great gal, then I was there about, oh a couple or 
thre,::! days, then I had to go back, and while she never 
said a word, but the warmth of the tears came from her 
eyes. I knew she felt deeply about it, but she expected 
me to do ~y duty. And incidentally, Mrs. Naomi Everetts 
wrote my mother a letter, a beautiful letter. She had 
heard that her boys at Marshall College, kept track of 
them, the ones who had enlisted. She expected them all 
to enlist, not be drafted. She wrote mother a beautiful 
letter about how proud she was that I enlisted and didn't 
wait to be drafted. And mother saved that letter for me, 
and I've got it now. It's one of my prize possessions 
at home, a beautiful letter written by Mrs. Naomi Everetts, 
a history teacher, to my mother, giving her consolation, 
which I thought was a great thing. Mrs. Naomi Everetts. 
She was a sister to Elliott Northcott. Then we got into 
the camp up there. Of course I enlisted as a private, 
and then the first thing I knew I was a sergeant. And 
then we left for France on July 5 of 1917. Pershing 
had gone over in the ship before on the good ship Baltic. 
It's an English ship, great big ship, and we went over, 
left in July, and we landed at Liverpool. And we had 
Pierce Arrow trucks, and the colonel had a Cadillac car, 
and we had some motorcycles, and we got these vehicles. 
The whole regiment went on the same ship. Pershing had 
gone in the ship before. There were more people, more 
ships, tonnage sunk the year that we went over than ever 
before or after, and we landed in Liverpool, and of course 
the English drive on the left side of the road. We put 
our trucks and our boys going from Liverpool down to 
Southampton, not Southampton to just below London, 
Salisbury Plains. At that time a fellow named Breone 
Summerville, who later became a lietenant general in 
the second World war, and I went over and tried to get 
in that war, and he said I'll put you in here. I ain't 
going to send you to foreign service. I said hell with 
that noise. You remember all of the fuss about the ••• 
,t 
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project up in Alaska? A U.S. senator was giving him 
hell, so I had some very powerful friends in U.S. Senate, 
one of them • • • 'Of Nebraska, John Bricke:i;- of Ohio, Bob 
Taft of Ohio, Senator Martin from Pennsylvania, who has 
been in the army and has been governor of Pennsylvania, 
and Mansfield Neely and Harley Kilgore, all powerful men 
in that organization. Well, I went over and complained 
to them what Brelone had proposed to do. He said, "No 
soldier will lack a bullet, no soldier will lack a gun, 
no tank will lack gasoline to run." The Japs might have 
come there. It may have been a mistake, but the object 
in war is to win. If you lose, it's too bad. If you 
win, let the civilians pay for it. The army's job is 
to win. 
JM: Who said that? 
RK: I told these senators that. They were all personal friends 
of mine. I had been in politics with them. 
JM: When was this? 
RK: This was in the second World War. 
JM: Yeah, trn second World War. 
RI-<: Right. ~-vhen I wanted to go in, and I went over to see 
the general, and tell him what I had done, he didn't kna.v 
what I was going to do. But I got burned up seeing all 
of these stories in the paper. So I went over to see the 
general, and said, ,;Do you have an appointment with the 
general?" :t said, '1No, you tell him Bob Kay of the 15th 
Regiment of Engineers is down here to see him." 
JM: Which general was this? 
RK: Brehone Burke Summerville. He built the LaGuardia Airport. 
He was a Corps of Engineers man, and he was in the top 10 
percent out of West Point who were in the Corps of Engineers. 
JM: Did you meet him when, in World War I? 
RK: He was the company commander. He was regimental adjutant. 
And going over on the boat, they organized and I was in 
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F company, puts me in headquarters company and makes me 
the color sergeant. And I carried the first foreign 
flag, carried in a foreign country in Engl~nd since 1066 
when William the Conqueror came over there. 
JM: Really? 
RK: Yeah, that's right. So we were down on Salisbury Plains, 
and as color sergeant I was out there raising the flag 
at reveille and lowering it at retreat, and army regulations 
require that a foreign flag shall be equal. Well, this 
damn British Jack wasn't as big as the Stars and Stripes . 
They were equal at the bottom. Here came a British major 
with spurs jingling over there. "Where's your adjutant?" 
"Capt is over there sir." So first thing I know here 
comes an orderly over, says, "Capt wants to see youo" 
"Sgt. Kay, you know what the regulations say." "Yes sir, 
Capt." Had to get that flag equal at the top. So then 
we got into France. We stayed at Salisbury Plains about 
a day, and the King and Queen reviewed us. Leaving 
Salisbury Plains, we get down to Southampton, that's the 
port on the English channel, and we are going over to 
land at Rouen across the channel, and they put us up there 
at what you call a rest camp. Well, we couldn't get out 
of the place. But 35 percent of our regiment were college 
graduates. We had privates, Buckneff, Harold Buckneff, 
was a graduate of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and a private in the company. They enlisted two regiments 
and only called one. So we had a fellow by the name of 
Smith, who was construction engineer for a big engineering 
company in Pittsburgh. We had the head of their bridge 
force in Pittsburgh o It was a Pittsburgh regiment. It 
was their regiment in the 15th engineers, in the story 
that fol lowed that, a great movie, "How Green was My Valley," 
it's built around the story of the 15th regiment of engineers. 
We were the first Fifth Regiment, National Army, then we 
got into the army then with the 15th Regiment, because there 
were 10 regiments of regular army, so we take the 15th Regiment 
after that. So they weren't going to let us out of this 
camp. So we weren't dumb ••• so I organized myself a 
work detail to see what France looked like. Had Larry 
Stoops. He was at the university, and a friend of mine, 
and we had gone up to Pittsburgh together to get enlisted, 
maybe not all at the same day but in the period. And we 
organized us a work detail going out, so we walked by this 
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damn British soldier guarding there at the camp, said, 
"Work detail going out, pass sir," so we staggered out and 
come back and got into that French wine and cognac, and 
of course I didn't drink, and staggered back, "Work detail 
coming in." We told those boys what all the story was. 
They called me the sergeant deleau. Of course I promised 
my mother I would never drink a drink of anything, beer, 
wine, gin or nothing until after I was over 21 years old, 
and I faithfully kept that promise . So they called me 
the sergeant deleau, water sergeant. Deleau is the French 
word for water. Like Bosau, the family Boseau, that 
colony down at, Boseau, beside the water. 
JM: You spent two years in France. 
RK: Two years in France o Then we were up, we were building 
gun emplacements when they opened up, called it the Bonn 
section. The Marine Corps, the 5th and 6th regiment of 
Marines were at Chateau Thierry, and the 23rd infantry 
was in there. And then we followed them up. And they 
opened up. I always refer to it as, but it's not, it's 
down the Meuse River from Verdun. And Verdun was shot 
and torn all to hell. That's where the French said, 
"They shall not pass." Henri, the one- armed French 
general, defended that. We moved down the Meuse River 
as the Germans moved back e And at a little town called 
Steney was the crown prince's headquarters for the first 
battle of Verdun. We pushed out in there and down in the 
basement, all of this French wine, and liquors were in 
there. They had to move out so fast, and the Germans 
were, here's a rail, down to here and hooked on here. 
They would put a stick of dynamite, blast that one. That 
would kill two ends, come over on this one, and two ends 
here. Their ties were made out of steel. Magnificent 
railroad line in there. So we then headed down there 
and finally wound up at a little town called Point Moo. 
That's where one rail line crossed the Meuse River, and 
we were stationed at a little town called Remile Petite. 
Well before I had got up there I was made a master engineer 
for pay. It paid more than a color sergeant. But I had 
the duties of a first sergeant. And that's the best job 
in the world, first sergeant with troops. I was a first 
sergeant before I got to be master engineer. 
JM: You weren't literally an engineer, though? 
_.t: 
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RK: Oh, no. I handled the military part of it. We had 
engineers and good ones. The Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, a private. We had all the engineers we 
needed, the army endo That was my job. The war was over. 
We were stationed up there and I had been made a second 
lieutenant. And to move out of headquarters, you couldn't 
be commander of the same company you were in, moved out 
of headquarters into company E. A second lieutenant, and 
a fellow by the name of Will German a~d Roy Jones and Bill 
Smith are members of that, are all officers in that outfit. 
German was over in the second World War, and he took his 
picture in the same billet we were in in the first World 
War and sent me back a copy of it. And I have,kept track 
of him, quite a guy. And so we were getting ready to move 
out and go down to the enbarkation point at Bordeaux, St. 
Nazaire, or Brest, one or the other. We moved just about 
the time we were getting ready to leave up on the front 
at, at the great battle point there, here came a colonel 
with Carlton w. Sturdivant, and when our colonel went, so 
I got the goddamn orders changed and brought them back, 
and the other Carlton w. Sturdivant was relieved of the 
command. our Carlton W. Sturdivant was given command. 
He had gone with this whole regiment through the war, and 
he was entitled to take the regiment home. So he then 
made me regimental adjutant in charge of, I didn't have 
anything to do with engineers. I didn't know anything 
about engineers, army. And he was very appreciative ot it. 
And that was the kind of job I wanted. I like that stuff. 
It wouldn't bother me none. So we go down to Bordeaux 
upon the Garonne River. That's where we were camped. 
And this order came through for people that wanted to go 
to French schools or English schools could go. Because 
they had everybody clamoring to get home. So I just saw 
myself, a vision as regimental adjutant taking this whole 
regiment out of some hot tent at camp Sherman, Ohio, to 
disband this regiment, and so I gets myself an idea: 
"Bob, you have got no business doing that. You have paid 
your debt to Lafayette. You don't owe him no more. 11 
So I gets a telegram coming through so I open it as adjutant 
and get it and take into the colonel and ask the colonel 
can I go to the University of Bordeaux. The colonel says 
yes, and it didn't take very long until I get an order 
written, transferring me from headquarters company of 15th 
Regiment Engineers to school detached to the University of 
Bordeaux. An order that writes me a pass for a leave all 
JM: 
Robert Kay 20 
over allied countries everyplace. And by order of Carlton 
w. Sturdivant, Robert H.C. Kay, adjutant, stamped army 
American telegram, all the red and the blue any kind of, 
things that look official, the French are staggered by it. 
So I wanted to get me something I could travel with. So 
I then get that thing and go to the University of Bordeaux. 
You were only required to attend one class a week, but I 
attended more than that. But on the weekend, one weekend 
I would go down to Biarritz, that's the great English 
place there, another weekend I would go down to Lourdes, 
that's the great religious place where they have all the 
miracles happening, the next week I would go over to 
Carcassonne, that would be the great walled city that the 
Romans had built there, and another weekend I would go up 
and tour the battlefield at Tours, where was won the famous 
seven great battles of the world, between the Saracens and 
Charles Martel. And then toured the Loire Valley and the 
Cher Valley, where all the chateaus were, and then go into 
Paris. I was getting paid for going to school. Instead 
of eating on yourself you could go up into any army camp 
and go in there for eating purposes. 
What did you study at the 
RK: Liquor, ladies, laughter, lingoes and lyrics. I studied 
French, but I got more education by traveling than I could 
possibly use by learning the French language. Some of 
these boys were serious about learning the language. I 
could get around pretty good on what I had already known . 
But I didn't take it serious, going to school, although I 
got a paper saying I had proficiently passed the course 
assigned to me. All that kind 0£ business. But it was 
more important to me for my education to visit these various 
places, and I went into Belgium a~d got up there and got 
on these trains and had a different pass you know, and you 
didn't have any ticket. Well here is this French conductor 
on the train and want a pass, and say, ''no compre, no compre." 
Nothing makes you madder when you don't understand him. 
"No compre," he didn't understand what he was talking about. 
So then we were discharged from the University of Bordeaux, 
and then I wanted to see my father's birthplace up in 
Scotland. So I went up to Paris and got me a room on what 
I called the Dago Boulevard. That's, and a reservation 
for July 14. That's great Bastille Day. That was going 
to be the great parade, and I went to London and was there 
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on July 5, and saw the great English parade there. And 
then went up to Scotland, to my father's birthplace, 
which is at Lanark, which is about 30 miles up the Clyde 
River. Then I found out a lot about my family by going 
to the graveyard. That's the place to get accurate 
r~cords. Then I went up through the Lake country and 
through the Lady of the Lake section, where the beautiful 
story of the Lady of the Lake and went to Rob Roy and 
went on up to Inverness and come back in Paris to see 
that great July 14 parade. And I never marched in one 
of them. I was watching them. These boys down there in 
the regiment. We were down on the Garonne River, nothing 
to do. Here would come a general, and we would have to 
get the regiment out and stand. I would see that telegram 
coming through, before headquarters company I would have 
a detail going out there, I didn't have enough troops to 
stand parade. Ain't going to get us parading around. 
Too smart for that. 
JM: .How long did your father live? 
,t RK: My father was 78 when he died. And we lived on a farm down 
in Mason County. 
JM: And your mother lived to be 97? 
RK: Ninety-seven. 
JM: I gather from what you say, you were in some combat? 
RK: Yeah, co~bat. It wasn't serious combat, but we were 
building gun emplacements for the artillery, and they 
would move up and we were following through, actually is 
what we were doing. Part of the regiment, I think, got 
a bunch of shelling. We got some killed, but not too 
many. Now, we've got to get out of France and get back home. 
Well, I came back home and I was a week late for training 
camp. They had a training camp out on the Cheat River. 
Have you been out there? 
JM: Cheat River, well, I know where it is. 
RK: Well, that was before the dam was put in there. Had 
great football teams in 1919. They were all in the army. 
And they had two years of seniority. So they were, all 
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of them, loaaea. Ana I haa played some after the war 
in the army, just piddling around, just something to 
exercise doing that, yeah, before we went ~own to Bordeaux 
to get there, just army games, just exercise. So got 
back and went out to the Cheat River, reported into the 
training camp. Well a fellow by the name of John McHugh, 
a fellow from up here at Summersville. He was about 6 
feet 2, ana weighed about 200 pounds. He played on the 
team in 1917. 
JM: This was the WVU football training camp? 
RK: Right, in September of 1919. They had been practicing 
for a week before I got there. So Mont McIntire was 
the coach and the assistant coach was a fellow by the 
name of Elzie Tohen. Elzie Tohen was a great back for 
Penn State and actually a strategista So the ends were 
Mills and Hager. There was a fellow by the name of Archer. 
He was from down in Arbuckle District from Henderson in 
Mason County. He was one of my old Mason County boys. 
In the meantime, while I was in France, after the '13 
flood, my father bought a farm from one of the Yaugers. 
They are an old family down there. This Yauger house 
had been on the river bottom next to the river bank. 
Yauger, they were German, come over from Jackson County, 
a bunch of Yaugers settled over there, a bunch of Germans 
settled over there. wash Yauger was a very f~nous Mason 
countian. He never married, but he had a bunch of illegitimate 
young ones. And they were all recognized, left land to 
them. 1-lashington Yau9er, they called him Wash Yauger a 
And one of his illegitimate girls married one of the Musgraves. 
Not that there was anything wrong with it, but she was a 
very fine woman, a very fine womana So, and at the tackle 
we had this Archer, playing the right tackle. Had a fellow 
named Johnson playing the left tackle. A fellow named 
Frank Ice was playing the left guard. Russell Bailey was 
playing the center. And in the backfield we had King 
and Hite, playing the halfbacks. And Beanie Lentz from 
New Martinsville, Wetzel County, playing the quarterback, 
and Rodgers was playing fullback and calling the signals. 
JM: Had all of those guys. 
RK: All had played before. I had played against them. Rodgers 
had played in '15 and '16 and '17. I was in the army in '17. 
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JM: All of these guys had army service too? 
RK: Some of them did. Most of them did, I expect. Most of 
them had army service. So Archer and I decided I was 
going to play the right gua r d. If anyone is going to 
play, it's going to be Bob. So we worked on that, Archer 
pretty much, and Bob did play it. So we had a great ball 
club, I think a great outfit, the '19 ball club. We went 
over and played Princeton and beat them 25 - 0. They hardly 
knew what was going on . El :z:ie Toben was a strategist, 
and Rodgers, you wanted a play called, just call Rodgers 
to pull the play over and over it would came o But you 
better open a hole for him . In that day the signals 
were called by digits. Say punt formation. They had 
four or five plays run from punt formation. Suppose 
the play was 34, punt formation. You called two digits, 
they were blank, 68 was blank, 23 the second digit of 
the second call would be the first number of the play. 
Then 35, 34, then you have a couple more blanks and 
then you pass the ball. But you had to have a good bit 
of training to remember those numbers all the time. 
JM: I don't know what you mean by blanks. Those could be 
just anything? 
RK: They would be any numbers. But your first two digits. 
The firs t numbers you called were blank. They could be 
any number. Then the second di9it of the second two 
numbers would be the first digit of the play. Then the 
second digit of th1::! second, third number, would be the 
second digit of the play . So 35, the emphasis on the 
five, 68, emphasis on the eight. Now, and Rodgers called 
the signals, same as W.ScJ, a fellow by the name of Russell 
Stine, a tackle. 
JM: They would give you the play in the huddl~, wouldn't they? 
RK: No, no, no huddles. 
JM: No huddles? 
RK: No, just called out in the open. I'm coming to that story 
in a little bit. Russell Stine was a brother to Herb Stine, 
who played with Pitt. Both of them had gone to, and W&J 
had paid for Herb Stine's tuition at, but he played under 
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Pop Warner at Pittsburgh instead of coming to W&J. 
JM: Pop Warner was a great. 
RK: I'm going to tell you about these coaches of that area. 
So W&J, then they had in the guard a fellow by the nam,e 
of W2adicrist. They called him Daddy Weedicrist. I 
don't remember his first name. And the fsllow playing 
center was Ed Garbage. He later went to the army and 
played center and became all-American. They finally made 
him a colonel. 
JM: He was with Pittsburgh? 
RK: No, he was with W&,J. And W&J in the backfield, they had 
a fellow by the name of West, who was a colored fellow. 
You could always tell where the ball was going, because 
West would look straight ahead with those white eyes. 
He was looking where he was going to run. They had-
fellows by the names of Elson and Erickson in the backfield. 
They had come from Great Lakes Naval Training Station. 
And Erickson, he could run. But Elson could run, kick 
and pass. When he was playing fullback, you could never 
tell what he was going to do. And they had a great galax 
of stars, all of them. And on the ends, the ends that 
were playing wera Carroll and L, and the Tackles was 
Fats Henry, W,ScJ' s great all-Am,:iri can. He was s :J .:!ern 
big, he 1idn't wear a sweater, he wore a sweatshirt. We 
beat them at )1organtown 7-0. 
JM: That must have been something. 
RK: It was a ball game. I played opp,:>site that Henry. Well, 
I only weighed 175 pounds. Well, the only way for me to 
stop Henry was to go down and grab legs. When he's got 
his legs tied up he can't run. 
JM: Was that legal then? 
RK: Oh yeah, perfectly legal. 
JM: It's not legal now, is it? 
RK: Oh, yeah, you can grab legs. You can stop a lineman by 
grabbing legs. But I stopped Henry at the goal line. 
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We won by 7-0 with a pass from Rodgers, who could throw 
that ball like a bullet, to King over the goal line. 
But, actually, I think, W&J had the greates galax of 
stars on that squad that was ever assembled. Here were 
Carroll and I, who had been all-Americans during their 
college careers, Henry and Stine were all - Americans, 
Weedicrist was an all-American. Garbage was an all-
America::i during his time. West was honorably mentioned. 
Elson and Erickson were great backs. And they were, I 
think, a little better ball club, but we just outfought 
them. 
JM: Played at Morgantown? 
RK: Played at Morgantown in the muda Now over at this ballgame 
at Princeton. We went over there, and they had a fellow 
by the name of Keck. He was a tackle, and played opposite 
me when I was on the defense. You play out a little wider 
on the defense than when playing on the offense. You get 
close on the offense, not so spread out. And in those 
days you could talk. So I was just kidding this Keck. 
I said, 11 Keck, you are supposed to play up here on the 
line. You are not supposed to play back there in the 
backfield. I see in the morning paper you are mentioned 
as an al 1- American. 11 You see the art is the ball starts 
when the center moves his thumbs. And I keep my eyes on 
that center. I always go out to the head lineman before 
the ball game and get his name and Mr. so and so. Now 
when the center moves those thumbs, that's the start of 
that ball. And by just a flash of a second, I would be 
off and going. And I could get that Keck before he got 
moving. He was sitting around there, and I would have 
him back in the damn backfield, get under him. And 
Rodgers would run over the top of him. We pulled the 
old shoestring pass. Line up, Clay Hite was playing the 
left halfback. Instead of lining up in the center of 
the ball field, he failed to come in. He sat out there 
on the sideline, and Rodgers would throw that ball like 
a baseball, and right in his hands, and he would score. 
we beat them 25-0. 
JM: Is that the shoestring play? He is over at the side, tying 
his shoes. 
RK: Yeah, some call it the shoestring. If your people are in 
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a huddle, if your bench is over there, the other side 
doesn't hardly see you. They see a whole bunch of ball 
players. That's originally the old shoest~ing play. 
JM: Just sort of off to the side? 
RK: In the ball park, but on the sidelines. 
JM: Just pretending to tie your shoe? 
RK: To tie your shoe. 
JM: Then when the play starts, you go out for the pass? 
RK: Righto And you throw that pass to him, and he's gone. 
JM: How about the Statue of Liberty play? Did you have it? 
RK: Oh, we played that. That was an all-time play. But 
those days you know, you could talk all the time. And 
you could use your hands. And we played Pittsburgh that 
same year. Pittsburgh had a great ball club. They were 
coached by warner, and Pop Warner was one of the great 
coaches. He had me on his all-Eastern team when I was at 
the university. They had a fellow by the name of Sax. 
Actually, his name was Sackilowski, but he was Jack Sax. 
He was a great big guy. But you could always tell warner's 
plays. They were either the double wing or the triple 
wing, double wing or single wing. The play, the guard 
comes out, and you tell where the play is going, whether 
it is double wing or single wing by where that guard's 
foot is. If he has got this right foot back, and he's 
going to run the interference, got a lot of power there, 
run the interference, he's got to wheel this way (to the 
right). He can't have this foot back and take time to 
pull that way, too much lost time. So watch where that 
guard, if he's well coached, he'll have that right foot 
back if he's going to the right. Then if he's going to 
the right, I give that player he is going to block, block 
that hole, give him a belt across the ears and follow Sax 
aroundo The play may have a double play back there in the 
back, but it's going to finally wind up where that guard's 
going. So I followed that guard, Welch was a fast back. 
You had to get back there to get hold of him. And they 
had Tiny Hewett, a great full back. They had a bunch of 
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players up there in Pittsburgh. Then in 1920 and 1921 
I was elected captain. The ballplayers, the lettermen 
at the end of the season elected their captain for the 
next year. The coach had nothing to do wifh it. And 
that's different from what it is now, the coach selects 
the captain. The players elected the captaino Like 
in the Civil War, the army, the company elected their captains 
and lieutenants, which made a hell of a lot of difference. 
And we had that same force there. Now I saw· coming on 
that McIntire didn't have the vision and imagination that 
a great football, Harry Stansbury (Sr.) didn't either. 
You see, historically, Frank Butler Trotter had come 
from Wesleyan. Harry Stansbury (Sr.) and he was a 
Methodist. And the Methodist at that time run this 
state, pretty near, politically and otherwise. So Frank 
Butler Trotter came over as president, and we needed some-
body as a new athletic director and Trotter was favorable 
to Stansbury. We had the first athletic director up there 
was a fellow by the name of Pyle. But he had no imagination. 
Nice guy, all right. Stansbury was from Raleigh County, 
and my grandfather was from up there, so I take the 
Stansbury side, and they come dern near having a so-called 
revolution early in the spring. When Stansbury was going 
to bring a 1907 team, so I was on the Stansbury side and 
wanted to see Stansbury oriented. But Stansbury had a 
lot of imagination, and he could see likewise that he 
wanted to be big time. And he could see that McIntire, 
even with Elzie Tobin, was not going to give him the 
stature which he thought he ought to have or big time. 
So he gets Dr. Spears, Clarence w. Spears, who had played 
at Dartmouth, and we had played Dartmouth against Spears 
in 1916 at Dartmouth. He was from Illinois. He was a 
great big guy. But he was one of the brilliant coaches 
of that era. He coached 11 all-Americans in his time, 
five of them had never played football until they played 
for Spears in college. Now Tad Jones of Yale. There was 
Norton McNaughton of Harvard. There was Hugo Besdeck of 
Penn State. And he developed that whizzer play, you turn 
around with the ball. And Hugo Besdeck of Penn State. 
And he was one of the great coaches. Then Pop warner. 
He developed the wing play. Then there was Alonzo Stagg 
out of Chicago. He was an old Yale player. Knute Rockne. 
I knew Knute Rockne and that crew at that time. We hadn't 
got into the west coast, but more of the east. We hadn't 
played any people on the west coast. We played in the east, 
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and I knew these coaches. Because I was with Spears. 
My last year in school Spears had me on as his line 
coach and assistant to him. He had Rodgers.as backfield 
coach of his team. And Eric Rodgers had the most fantastic 
mind of football I ever saw. He could go to a football 
game and watch the play, never take a note and come back 
and, like a tape recorder, play it back over, who was 
played, where they went to, who got hurt, what the defense 
were and all of that sort of thing. He observed. He 
concentrated. I coulJn't do that. So then I stayed on 
a year after that. And as Spears coached the undefeated 
team up there, and every five years we'd go back and have 
a meeting over there, and Spears then left the university 
in '24 and then went to Minnesota and had a great football 
team out there. And on that team was a fellow by the name 
of Walsh, played an end for the, them, who later became a 
federal judge. Lemuel Walsh. 
JM: Did you have winning seasons every year? You played 
three big years, did you not? 
j RK: Right. 1919, 20, and 21. I was captain in '21. 
JM: Now in 1919 and 20, did you have winning seasons? 
RK: No, well it wasn't losing, but it wasn't winning either. 
We started to go to town in '21. Spears was there. 
JM: Remember what the record was in '21? That's the year 
you were captain. 
RK: That's the year I was captain. Wr:J won more than we lost. 
JM: Then in '22 when you were the line coach, you were undefeated? 
RK: Undefeated. Wr:J tied Washington and Lee. W•:11, the next 
year they beat Washington and Lee 45-0. They clobbered 
them. Spears couldn't understand the thing. So then he 
goes out to Minnesota, and he has this great ball club 
out there, fellow by the name of Herb Holdy played his 
halfback and called his signals. Still using this digit 
system. And he later became president of Purdue University. 
Doc wanted his students, he didn't want of them to be, he 
wanted them to be good, if you flunked a course that means 
four or five laps around the field for a week. 
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JM: Why do you think you were able to attain that undefeated 
season? 
RK: Spears. When you played for Sp,:ars you gave it more than 
you had. Not what you hado You gave more than you had •. 
For instance, we had a fellow by the name of Howard playing 
a tackle for us, and he was limping around the field, and 
Spears said, "Quit that limping or I'm going to jerk you.'' 
Well, Howard still limped, and Spears jerked him, and he 
had a green stick fra~ture of the femur in the thigh of 
his leg. When you played for Spears you give it all you had. 
And his players loved him. Had the great Nagursky, had 
J, a tackle and George MacKennon. George is a great friend 
of mine. He played center for Doc up there and now circuit 
court of appeals judge in the District of Columbia. And 
he was running for Congress, and I kept, I've done a lot 
of fishing in Minnesota and through Harold Stassen I got 
early interested in the political end of the thing. And 
so was George MacKennon, and I have kept in touch with 
him. And at the 55th reunion of the un::lefeated team I 
had struck a plaque, that blue and the gold, and I gave 
one to George MacKennon. George, I gave him the place 
where it was made up at Point Marion, and he had that 
red one made for the undefeated team up at the University 
of Minnesota. And I always give him an invitation to 
come to our undefeated reunion. Last year he came. The 
last time he came. 
JM: Meet every year? 
RK: Every five years. 
to come to there, 
political stuff. 
And he always sends me an invitation 
and I send a telegram, you know, like 
JM: Now as a player, did you, what did you like best, offense 
or defense? 
RK: We played both. 
JM: I know you played both. But which one did you like to 
play best? 
RK: Actually, I liked to play the defense. 
JM: Really. 
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RK: w,:11, you were doing it to somebody, more that way. But 
the art is the quickness. I would rather have a medium 
size player quicker, and always keep your eye on that 
ball and the feet of the opposite guard. That's telling 
you when the play is going to go. You see, if he's got 
the right foot back, he's got to start off to pull up 
that way. The law of physics, hit him on his right side, 
that keeps him turning around. He's going in the same 
direction in which he, you can't buck him the other way, 
especially if he is any bigger than you are. You've got 
to use the aid of physics to keep him turning. 
JM: Did you ever get injured, playing? 
RK: Oh, I have broken legs, and broken hips, mashed ribs and 
a little bit of everything. Like Spears sent me down to 
see a doctor up there, name of Fisher in Morgantown. He 
said, I want Bob to go down there and look at him. And 
he called up Spears and said Bob ought to be in bed. And 
said I could have told him that. I wanted to play in the 
ball game this afternoon. But I was devoted to Spears, 
and he was devoted to me. Spears had this characteristic 
about him. When he came over, he was telling what a great 
ball club Dartmouth had. That's where he was from, 
Sorenberg, I forget now who, and Cunningham, he later 
became a great sports writer for the Boston Globe o And 
he came out of Texas, and they had a fellow by the name 
of Neely up there, a one-armed guy. And he would put a 
leather cuff over that arm and would punch you in the 
face. Well, during halves if he didn't do so good, he 
would put a lead cuff over, and he had me bleeding. Well, 
I didn't like that too damn much, so the next time a play 
was run, the punt, I grabbed that guy by the hair and 
threw my cleats in his face. And we settled th,3 score 
that way. A little rough, but that's the way it was in 
those days. But then I graduated from law school. That's 
enough of the football thing, I think. 
JM: Well, I want to ask you a couple of questions. 
JM: What do you think of the TV instant replay today? 
RK: Oh, it's a great thing. From a spectator's standpoint it's 
a great thingo And the officials are a lot more knowledgeable. 
That's a business in itself, and they've got to be good, 
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because of that instant replay on TV, they've got to keep 
up with it. 
JM: Refereeing is better today, you think? 
RK: Oh yes. For instance we had a fellow by the name of Murphy. 
We were playing Pitt the year I was captain. He hadn't 
officiated very many games up to that time, and I'd call 
him for being in error. He said, Bob, the beer is on me. 
I always called the officials by their names. It is 
important, the headlinesman by his name, Mr. so and so. 
It's part of the show. By the time I got through, I 
said Murph the beer is on me. You owe me a keg. But 
then Doc was always looking after his boys. After I got 
out of school, of course I brought my uniform home with 
me and played some professional ball. Doc got me a job 
playing with the Canton Bulldogs. Well, I wasn't big 
enough for their tackles. And they had a big guard out 
there the year I was out there. You played one game, 
and you didn't know whether you were going to play the 
next game or not. But the reason the huddle came in was 
this, that you went out Sunday morning, it wasn't like it 
is now. You went out Sunday morning and went through a 
few plays and played that afternoon. The star player is 
the name-drawing thing, and you go back and get in the 
huddle, Thorpe off of right tackle. Every boy knew what 
to do. Your defense _was perfect. But your offense wasn't 
timed very good. But it don't take any more time to call 
a play in the huddle than it did by that digit system. 
And that's how the huddle came about, through the early 
professional players. There was Doray, and there was, 
what's the fellow's name out at the Chicago Bears. They 
all started in the Canton and Massilon area. And all of 
these steel mills, for instance the Ironton Steel Mill 
had a football team, the Ironton Tanks. The mill down 
in Ashland, Kentucky, I played for them, for Cincinnati. 
You played for whoever paid you. I played about three 
ye a rs of professional football. 
JM: I didn't realize that. 
RK: Yeah, we would leave here Saturday night, play Sunday 
and be back in Monday morning and start practicing law. 
But you got paid so much and you eat pretty good in 
those days. Practicing law wasn't very lucrative, so you 
did the best you could. 
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Now when I got back to Charleston. You want to talk any 
more about the football? 
JM: Let me ask you this, do you think that your experience 
in football? 
RK: I think the great inspira~ion of football is it opens the 
door to you. It takes you about 10 years to live it down 
if you have been any good at football playing. Because 
you are a great football player. Judge Frank Cox, who 
was on the Supreme Court, a great follower of the football 
team, wanted me to come in his law office in Morgantown. 
But I had been a football player in Morgantown. I wanted 
to get down to Charleston where the action was. But it 
does this to you. As captain of the football team, I 
could call the president's daughter and get a date to 
the military ball or any other social, as an ox driver 
from a sled farm down on 13-mile Creek, how could I have 
got any place? It opened the door. It gives you the 
opportunity. It's then up to you to be a gentleman or 
go someplace. Now you can't be a class A lawyer, A, B 
and C and no rating at all. But you have to practice 
law 10 years before you can be rated A. I was determined 
that I was going to be rated A at the end of 10 years. 
Now there are a lot of people smarter than I am, but 
nobody can outwork me. Now the greatest academic honor 
that I had paid to me was Dean Porter Hardman, when he 
retired as dean of the law school, asked me to deliver 
the eulogy to him. Which, of all the students that had 
gone up there through his law school, while he was 
professor and dean, he selected me. That's one of the 
prizes, as a jewel that brightens the crown. 
JM: What was the dean's name? 
RK: Thomas Porter Hardman, he's now dead. 
JM: You were also quite good as a debater? 
RK: Well, I was on the debating team. Stanley Morris claimed 
that we never lost a debate. But Stanley and I teamed 
together. Stanley would go ahead and give the facts. 
And I would come along with whirlwind oratory. We used 
that combinationo We designed it ourselves. And we'd 
have a question, either way they answered it, they were 
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going to get hooked. We first opened with, "We ask you 
to answer this statement, what is your position on this 
subject, we hand you this question in writing." On the 
football team and track team, I lost a lot.of time at 
academicso I likewise lost a lot of social life at the 
university. But I had to make a decision, a choice, 
either I had to get my grades or, in the sports, or lose 
the social life. Social life is valuable. But the things 
you had to give up I would give up the social life. I 
could acquire that later. This was the only opportunity 
for the academic and the athletic part of the thing. 
And my philosophy all of the time while in school, I 
didn't care whether I got such a good grade in the easy 
course, wanted to pass that. The tough courses, I wanted 
to get good grades in those. It's like getting the first 
olive out of the bottle. If you get two or three good 
grades in tough courses, then the next examination you 
don't do very good, the professor says, well, he's got 
the ability, he just wasn't feeling good that de¥. Now 
if you flunk the first course as you go out, you have a 
tough time establishing the thing. And the greatest 
academic honor that came to me while I was : at the 
university was, when after I got out, was that Dean Porter 
Hardman, who was a professor while I was there and dean 
after I left, and I had a good man course as a professor. 
Joe Madden was the dean as I told you. But Porter asked 
me to deliver the eulogy at the ceremony on his retirement 
as dean at the university. And I got some flowery language 
into the thing, and I appreciated that honor very much. 
Now, let's come back down to Charleston. I decided after 
I left school that the action was in Charleston. That's 
where it's going to be . So I came down to Charleston, 
was going to get a job, and I got a job with a fellow by 
the name of Leo Loeb. And he was a great Hebrew, a scholar. 
In fact at one time he was the editor of the Charleston 
Gazette. 
JM: Is he related to Charlie Loeb? 
RK: He was (Charlie) Loeb's father. And he was a neighbor 
of mine. lived across the street. And his wife, she 
was a Beckenstein. She helped raise my twin daughters. 
They would go across the street and go down and visit 
with her. But he was a scholarly individual, and he was 
the head of the church up on Kanawha Street. But he 
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hired all of the rabbiso You see in the Jewish religion, 
they don't, any organization like the catholic religion 
or the Presbyterian Church or the Methodist Church. It's 
separate altogether. You go out and hire your man. So 
when they changed rabbis up there, they would all come 
to Mr. Loeb's office, and I had the opportunity to visit 
and see a lot of those fellows. The most brilliant mind 
that I ever run into in all my life was a fellow by the 
name of Eisenrath. He became a national figure, a national 
rabbi up in New York. But he didn't stay here too long o 
Mr. Loeb, his family came up here from Cincinnati. You 
see a lot of the Hebrew people came over from Germany, 
and he was one who came over. And the Lehmans, they came 
over from Germany. They were the New York Lehmans. There 
was a former governor of New York . And his father, Leo 
Loeb's father and fellow by the name of ••• went 
bankrupt in a wholesale ••• and Leo Loeb paid off the 
debts of his father, growing out of his father's business. 
That's character. That's character. He didn't want the 
name Loeb to be tarnished with a failure to keep a promise. 
And in addition to that he let me do about whatever I 
wanted to do. And he was a detail man, wanted everything 
done right. And so I got to know him and had great respect 
for him o And he, of course, trial was my sort, and we 
represented a bunch of insurance companies, the Insurance 
Company of North A~erica and Employers Liability Assurance 
Company. In those days the lawyer who represented the 
company, I went out, the accident reported to the agent 
who wrote the policy. The agent reported to me. I went 
out and made the investigation myself and had the checks, 
had the releases, settled it with approval of the company, 
wrote the check, wrote the releases, if I didn't get it 
settled, I'd try it, if I didn't like it there, I would 
go on up to the Supreme Court with it. Handled the whole 
thing. That way you got to know everybody. You got the 
feel of a case. Consequently, I had great respect for Leo 
Loeb, who let me do as I wanted to. Because a lot of my 
clients that I had beaten in the courtroom. And I had a 
great respect and a great admiration for him. There's 
not many Hebrews like that any more. And so I got a 
great culturaL, and see he edited the Gazette right 
after Joe Chilton had bought it from W.E.R. Byrne, a 
lawyer originally out of Sutton. In those days, newspapers 
weren't newspapers as such. They were an adjunct to a 
political party. The political parties kept them going. 
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And the Mail was the same. The Mail went bankrupt. 
And when Clark, a former newspaper man out in California. 
He was appointed governor of Alaska, I believe by Teddy 
Roosevelt. And when the capital was at Sitka, an old 
Russian capital, instead of Juneau, where it is now. 
And he bought that thing out of bankruptcy. But the 
Gazette at that ti~e was giving the Chilton and the 
Maccorkle faction of the Democratic party. They were 
dominant at that period. They were giving them a good bit 
of problems. So Joe Chilton, Joseph Eustace Chilton, 
who was the older of them, and he was brilliant. He come 
in one day to the office, and I had done a lot of work for 
the Chilton family and the family was a lawyer in the 
Chilton, Maccorkle and Chilton law firm . It was through 
Leo Loeb that I got that work. They wanted Loeb to do 
it, and Loeb would have me to do it. Detail work . 
JM: When was Loeb editor of the Gazette? 
RK: Right after Joe Chilton bought it. This was probably, 
can't give you that date. 
JM: It would be around 
RK: Twelve? Someplace along. 
JM: I think it would. 
RK: Right along in there. You see Joe went over and said 
boys I bought our opposition. And but it put the title 
in the name of William Chilton. Joe had no children. 
But he had this big home up here on Virginia Street for 
his mother, and I don't know any two men that was ever 
devoted to their mother like William E. Chilton, who 
became a U.S. Senator, and Joe Chilton, Joseph Eustace 
Chilton, and cared for their mother. They always adored 
her. She was an octogenarian before she died. I happened 
to meet her one time. I knew Senator Chilton not too well. 
" I got to know him one time, he had two sons, William 
Chilton, that's Ned Chilton, the father of your present 
editor. And he and I were great friends. Then he had 
another son by the name of Eustace Chilton. He spent a 
good bit of time in Paris and was a right fair boxer. 
Well, he got into the jug a little bit and at that time 
I lived right across the street from the Governor's Mansion, 
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in the home of Captain S.B. Avis. Captain S.B. Avis was 
killed in Edgewood Country Club by a fellow name of 
Jack Altizer who was general counsel for United Fuel. 
His son, S.B. Avis Jr., was away at school, and his 
sister, Sissy we called her, she was away, and this Avis 
would spend the winter time in Florida. So I had a whole 
house with all of the library and a maid for $10 a month 
to look after the thing. So Eustace was up to my room 
one time. He was pretty well liquored up, and started 
to jump out the window. I put a headlock on him and 
pulled him back in. I had played some professional 
football and was strong as a bull. And Senator Chilton 
heard about it and took a liking to me. And he would have 
me down to his home, right across from Mountain State 
Hospital up there. And he knew, being a Scotsman, that 
you are very fond of la:nb. When I would go dmvn, he 
would have a leg of lamb for me. It's those little things, 
and I knew Ned Chilton, after the senator, of course he 
then took over the paper after that. And he and I became 
very good friends. And do you remember the story that 
they wrote in the Gazette, they had Herbert Hoover's 
picture in there? Well, I've got that picture. Here's 
how I got it. They kept putting that Hoover picture in 
there. And I wrote Ned. I says, my dear Ned, you by 
your persistence in the use of Herbert Hoover's picture 
in your great newspaper disgrace the great name of Chilton. 
It's an honorable name. It's that one came through hard 
work and honest dealings. Nothing little about ito I 
hope that you'll pay me the honor of never having that 
Hoover pi~ture in the Gazette again, because it does the 
Chilton name no good. He wrote me a beautiful letter, 
sent the plaque, the lead thing, and I've got it in my 
desk. Now he wrote me back, and said this will never 
appear in the Gazette again without your specific written 
approval. Now, Joe Chilton I got to know him, and he 
was one of the finest honors I've had by lawyers. w,= ' 
had a bunch of great trial lawyers when I came to Charleston 
in '23. And Joe had some personal problems, and he hired 
me to represent him. Now when a lawyer of Joe Chilton's 
stature hires a young lawyer, that's quite an honor, and 
I treated it as such. We had a bunch of great trial 
lawyers. There was S.B. Avis, who had been a former 
prosecuting attorney, Congress. He was a brilliant lawyer. 
Then there was Bob Chilton of the law firm of Price, Smith 
and Spillman, a great trial lawyer. There was Bill Barnhart, 
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former district attorney, a great trial lawyer. Lon Kelly, 
father of Bob Kelly, who had been district attorney, a 
great trial lawyer, ana one of the great l~wyers, brilliant, 
was Albert Belcher, A.M. Belcher, educated himself. He 
had what I call a tarbucket memory. Read something ana 
he could quote it back to you. 
JM: Is he related to the present Judge Belcher? 
RK: He was the uncle of the present Judge Belcher o I never 
saw a Belcher yet that wasn't smart. They were all raised 
up there on cabin Creek. But Albert Belcher gave me his 
private library when he died. And I've got it at home. 
Ana I bought his law library when he quit practicing law, 
and it's part of our library here. But I lived next door 
to him. Captain Avis had the corner, and Belcher the next. 
So I got to go over and seen Albert Belcher and got to know 
him very well. · And he took a liking to me, and I took a 
liking to him because he was an inspirational fellow. 
JM: You say W.E. Chilton and Joe Chilton were both devoted 
to their mother? 
RK: Devoted. 
JM: Who was she, who was hero •• 
RK: They were born at the mouth of Coal (River). I don't 
know who she was. 
JM: wasn't her husband Blackwell Chilton? 
RK: It could very well be. But the old Chilton house down 
at St. Albans, the Chilton restaurant. They were all 
raised down there, and Joe at one time was prosecuting 
attorney of Lincoln County, Boone County, Logan County. 
The Chilton seam of coal was named after that family. 
It's a very famous seam of coal in Boone County. And 
Will Chilton was at the political end of it, more than 
Joe. Joe ran, the only political office he ever held 
was prosecuting attorney. 
JM: But as I understood you in reference to that trip to 
Cincinnati, you think Joe~ • o 
. 1 
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RK: Well, here's the story. That's the last time that a U.S. 
Senator was elected by the Legislature. Well, Joe was 
smart. He was just brilliant. He had bra~ns he never 
did use, plenty of them, and everybody liked Joe. And I 
think part of those legislators, the Chilton, Chilton, 
Chilton, thought they were voting for Joe, when they were 
actually voting for Will Chilton, and he managed the thing. 
I expect William M. 0. Da·:,vson was in on it, as Blagg said. 
By my information, coming fro~ Democratic sources, is that 
Joe Chilton was the guy. Now, for instance, Joe, I will 
give you his wit. They used to have saloons in Kanawha 
County, and Thompson who was pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, saw Joe coming out of a saloon on Capitol Street, 
said "Mr o Chilton did I see you coming out of that saloon?" 
"Yeah, you didn't want me to stay in there all day did you?" 
Well, that kind of wit you know, and everybody, the juries, 
they didn't care who the client was. This was Major 
Chilton's case. They want him to win it. You see he was 
appointed major by Jacob Jackson, governor, appointed him 
major. You see all of that time the governors had a 
military staff. And Joe Chilton was at one time on the 
Board of Regents that handled the affairs of the university • 
JM: Well, can you tell me how you got started in politics? 
RK: Well, yeah. We had a city campaign . I'd, oh, fooled 
around with city elections a little bit. We had our 
nominees for mayor were all made by convention. You 
could have nominated by primary. But the executive 
co~mittee decided whether they were going to have a primary 
or going to have a convention. Well, we most of the time, 
had a convention. Well, I first got into active politics 
when Rouge Devan, who was in the insurance business, 
Walter Hallanan got him to be running for mayor. Well, 
we got into that fight, and the Democrats had nominated 
Bob Brawley. And Joe Kenna was managing Bob Brawley's 
campaign. And we had four weeks prior to the election, 
we had sat in the City Council chamber to correct the 
registration. Well, Walter Clark, he was a newspaperman, 
not a politician . I knew him but not well. And he was 
giving me hell for putting a lot of people on the regis-
tration that wasn't properly registered. Well, I resented 
it, because he was right vicious about it. Walter Hallanan 
took my side, and he made a speech and cut Walter Clark 
to the bone with vitrol and vinegar and salt water. And 
so I got to know Walter Hallanan very well. And then the 
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Gazette took my side of the story. I got the figures 
together from the water company, how many people moved 
every four years, from the gas people, how .many people 
moved from one precinct to another. So I had justification 
for all of these changes . And I furnished them to Walter, 
and w~lter made this speech. And the Gazette at that time, 
Ned Chilton, the father of present Ned, was taking an 
active interest in politics. And I got to know some of 
the boys over there. Frank Knight was writing a newspaper 
column, called ''Today by Knight." Well, he made a very 
distasteful to me, article about the university. And so 
I wrote a letter to the editor. I understand your man 
writes a column, Frank Knight, "Today by Knight, 11 he's 
always been in the dark. Ought to give him some lights 
once in a while. Well, Frank and I became very close 
friends after that. When Harry Hoffmann came down, he 
came down from the Wheeling Int~:J:. (actually News Register), 
and I goes over to see Ned. Ned and I got to be very 
good, they were friendly people. The Mail was cold, and 
they weren't my kind of folks. So I'd go over there at 
nights of elections and get the report and the Gazette's 
acres on Hale Street. And was over there all the time 
during the election. So that's how I got into that end 
of it. And I asked Ned, I want to know when a newspaper 
is a newspaper man. If you tell him something, will he 
keep it? I don't care if he uses it as background, but 
I don't want him to give, always conceal and never reveal 
the source of your information. If you are, you're not 
worthy of being a great newspaperman. A lawyer can' t 
give away secrets. You're not worthy of the name. A 
banker can't give away secrets from the customers. If 
he does, he is a salesman and not a banker. You've got 
to learn the distinction . And so Ned told me that Bob, 
he's had great training under Austin Wood. I was in 
school with Austin. I knew Austin. And up on the Wheeling 
Intel, and you can tell him anything, and if you tell him 
it's off the record, he'll not use it, except incidentally, 
without revealing where he gets the stuff. So I got close 
connection with the G~zette. Then Walter Hallanan then, 
following that, I believe that was in '28. That was the 
city election. Walter Hallanan and I became very close 
friends. Because he was a national committeeman. He 
had been Governor Hatfield's secretary at the age of 21. 
A newspaperman, he had worked on the Herald Dispatch. Did 
you know that? He was city manager (editor) of the 
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Herald Dispatch at 21. And Governor Hatfield got him as 
his private secretary. Then he went from there, after 
Hatfield, that was 16, when Cornwell come ~n. 
JM: Yeah, actually '17 when he started his term. 
RK: Right. So Hallanan was in politics, and in the '28, you 
see Hatfield and Hallanan were very close, but Hatfield 
was a dominant figure. You know he never wanted to be 
called Governor Hatfield. Senator Hatfield and Dr. Hatfield. 
And when I was up to the Cleveland Clinic, having an 
operation for a slipped disk, he called Dr. Russell Haden, 
who was the chief surgeon up there, Bob Kay's up there, 
and I want you to look after him. Which is loyalty. 
That's Hatfield. That's the Hatfield in him. And I 
represented him in 1928 at the national convention at 
St. Louis. Hatfield wanted to see Virgil Highland, Virgil 
Highland was a newspaper man and had the two newspapers, 
the Clarksburg Exponent and the Clarksburg Telegram, and 
Hatfield was for Virgil Highland. Well, Walter said I'm 
a man . I've got some ambitions, too, so Walter beat 
Cecil for national committeeman . In those days, the 
delegates to the national convention elected the national 
committeemen . Now you do it by the state committee elects 
them, not the delegates to the national convention. So 
Walter was a going-up power. He had gotten into the coal 
business for a while after that. Then he had been state 
tax commissioner, and Mike Benedum. Now Mike was a dynamic 
person. He and Joe Trees kept the Pittsburgh football 
team fed whatever money they needed, Joe Trees was a 
graduate and had played football at Pitt. And so I 
became associated with Walter. Then come along the 1936 
campaign and Walter was for Judge Brennan for U.S. Senator 
and Judge Summers Sharpe for Governor. W811, I was for 
Hugh Ike Shott of Bluefield. I had been in school and 
roomed with one of the Shott boys at school and, but we 
were very close personal friends and they got me into 
that primary campaign. Sharpe won, beat Miller, Lewis 
Miller. Lewis Miller was a judge down in the Mason Circuit 
Court, and I a natural thing, didn't know the Sharpe. And 
Sharpe won the primary for governor. And Shott won for 
U.S. Senator. Well I then, a fellow here a banker, from 
Alderson was talking about being state chairman. Well, I 
had charge of the campaign. And I got to know Summers 
Sharpe, Judge Sharpe. His twin brother was George Sharpe, 
who was secretary of state. 
apart, looked exactly alike. 
a little mark right there on 
tell them apart. 
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And you couldn't tell them 
One of them, the judge had 
the left cheek, and I could 
JM: Now, let's see, which one was secretary of state? 
RK: George Sharpe. Summers was governor (judge) of Pocahontas, 
Greenbrier and Monroe. Summers Sharpe is the father of 
our George Sharpe, a memb•=r of my law firm. He was named 
after his uncle George. 
JM: Now Summers Sharpe was a judge. 
RK: He was a judge. 
JM: You say of that circuit up there, in the counties you named? 
RK: The counties were Pocahontas, Marlinton was his home, then 
Greenbrier, Lewisburg, and Monroe County. That was the 
three counties in his circuit. 
JM: The secretary of state was his twin brother? 
RK: His twin brother. And he was secretary of state when Summers 
was running for governor. And I became very much, you see a 
judge he couldn't do very much talking. And we didn't have 
television, and we didn't have radio. And a newspaper 
writer, he's not a speaker most of the timeo And Shott 
began as a telegrapher operator on the old N&W railroad. 
He come in and bought the Bluefield Telegra~ and was very 
successful. And a delightful gentleman. I have never 
been through a campaign when I was more devoted to the 
two nominees that we had in Summers Sharpe and Hugh Ike Shott. 
JM: You were actually in both of those campaigns? 
RK: I was in both of those. They were run at the same time, 
see, in the 1936 campaign. And I made speeches in pretty 
near every courthouse. I like to talk. And whatever I 
do is all right. Most candidates are prima donnas. They 
think they know moYe than anybody else. I had a great 
run-in with Chapman Revercomb in the campaign, let's see 
was it '36, or '42, '42 righto Funkhouser got in there. 
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And Chapman was running for U.S. senator, and Funkhouser 
he was going to be governor. Well, hell, this guy was 
coming in there and getting his, come over . here from 
Maryland someplace and was going to be the big dog. · 
Well, the party may have been going to wreck, but it 
was our wreck. We wouldn't let them take it over. So 
I got all the support, R~vercomb and against Funkhouser. 
It got pretty bitter. I had had lawsuits all over the 
state where the campaign was going. And a fellow, Pitt 
O'Brien was the secretary of state. He was a great 
friend of mine. So we had an understanding, no agreement 
just an understanding, that whoever was ahead 30 days before 
the general election, he was going to certify. Well we 
had Revercomb ahead, and so he certified Revercomb. 
Revercomb went out and made a deal with Funkhouser that 
if, Funk, and we had a short term for U.S. senator there. 
And made a deal with him that he would get Bob Kay to 
appoint him for the short term as U.S. senator. And 
Funkhouser gave him some money for his campaign. And give 
him some more money to specify that money would go in the 
campaign in certain districts where Funkhouser had done 
pretty good in the primary. Well, I said, Chapman, just 
how silly can you get? We've been fighting this battle 
all summer long, in courthouses and newspapers and every 
place. Half of the people will put Funkhouser on that 
short term and you on the long termo The Funkhouser 
people are going to vote for Funkhouser and your people 
are going to vote for you. We're going to lose both of 
you. I'm going to appoint Hugh Ike Shott. He's a 
newspaperman, and if you want to get something done from 
a newspaperman, get a ne14spaperman to do it. If you want 
to get something done by a senator, get a senator to do it. 
If you want to get something done by a governor, get a 
governor to do it. The state chairman, get a, or a 
football player, get a, they have a certain comradeship. 
And he was the nominee of the party, and he's a newspaperman. 
Every newspaper in the state will not fight him. And 
I'll get a lot of help out of them. We won. 
JM: Now what year was that? Probably, 1940? 
RK: Right, yeah. I'll have to look up those records. The years ••• 
JM: You were chairman then? 
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RK: Yeah, I was chairman. 
JM: You appointed Hugh Ike Shott? 
RK: To fill the vacancy for the short term. You see we had 
a short term. Neely ran for governor, and he give up 
the senatorship. But to become governor, and they had 
a vacancy in there. And that vacancy on the short term 
was not filled in the primary. So under the rule, the 
state committee fills the vacancy if it's filled prior 
to 30 days before the general election. If it is to be 
filled on and after the 30 days, then the state chairman. 
I'm the state chairman. And he didn't know me. He's not 
going to tell me what I'm going to do. I'm going to do 
it myself. 
JM: So, well now Neely ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate. 
Revercomb beat him in '42. 
RK: Right. You see that grew out of all of this packing the 
courts here. I was in all that fight. 
JM: This was a different year from that? 
RK: Different year. More than a delightful campaign and with 
Hugh Ike Shott and Judge Sharp, just delightful people. 
In most campaigns there are always a bunch of prima donnas. 
I never seen one before or since that there wasn't any, 
except that one was delightful. Now Walter Hallanan was 
for Judge Brennan, and of course he was a pro. He was 
big time. Walter Hallanan was a great man. I become 
very devoted to him and become very close friends, and 
I became his personal attorney and political adviser. 
As national committeeman, I'd recom~end him to do certain 
things. As state chairman I'd do something else. I knew 
exactly what he was going to do, and he knew what I was 
going to do. We had a very close, personal relationship. 
And, but he was big league. In those days the national 
committee was composed only of a national committeeman. 
Later on they got the national committeewoman and then 
they got the state chairman on. And Walter was the top 
man nationally. He was recognized as a national figure. 
For instance, in the 1940 convention in Philadelphia, I 
saw one of the greatest traits of character I have ever 
witnessed. w,a had that fight between Dewey and Taft. 
JM: 
RK: 
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And I was for Taft. And John Bricker was governor of Ohio. 
When he was governor, he used to invite me over there to 
his gridiron dinners. And he would have D~. Holzer of 
Gallipolis, who was great political ally of his. And I 
enjoyed those meetings over there very much. And Walter 
started out for Taft. But I stayed with him. He was 
with the national committee, and he had to, something else 
than I had to doo Here got locked up between Dewey and 
Taft. Now I didn't trust that Dewey. I was very fond of 
Herb Brownell, Herb Brownell had the brains. And Russ 
Sprague, national committeeman of New York, tough guy, 
but I respected him and liked him. Dewey he wouldn't 
do nothing for nobody but Dewey. And so they got deadlocked . 
And a fellow by the na~e of, a congressman, I will think 
of his name, Coswell, not quite, almost, come. I was 
in John Bricker's room, suite. And he says, Governor, 
if you will let your name go before the convention we 
can switch to you, but we cannot switch to Taft . And 
the Taft people can't switch to the Dewey people. Now 
we're going to both get licked. Because this Wendell 
Willkie is coming up, and he is coming up fast. Walter 
was for Wendell. And John Bricker, without batting an 
eye, here you are dangling the presidency right in front 
of a fellow's eyes, the most powerful job in the world. 
He says, congressman, this is Bob Taft's year. I stay 
with him to the end. That's character. 
Who said that now? 
John Bricker. That's his picture over there. He was 
g overno.r of New York at that time. But that's character. 
Jack Kennedy had a book on great A~erican characters. 
Profiles in Courage. John Bricker belonged in the Profiles 
of Character. 
JM: He was governor of ••• 
RK: At that time he was governor of Ohio. He started out as 
attorney general from Ohio. And he made the first speech 
outside of Ohio at a dinner at which I presided on my 
invitation as state chairman. Well, I got to know him 
very well, and got to inviting me over there. And duing 
those periods we had a meeting, I had a kind of a loose 
organization of midwestern state chairmen. And Harold 
Stassen had beaten the combination of a farmer, labor 
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party out in Minnesota. And he had a fellow up there, 
Dr. Radabaugh, who was a doctor from Hastings, Minnesota, 
managed Harold Stassen's campaign. And Haiold was a 
brilliant guy and a worker, and knew how to organize 
himself. But he didn't have any sense. I'll tell you 
that later on. Now, so I was invited out there, and I 
went fishing out there on the trail. And the string of 
lakes between Minnesota and Canada and at Hungry Jack 
Lake. And Stassen was up theree And I got to know him 
very well. And Kenneth, of Nebraska was another one of 
the powerful guys out there. He was a 1 awyer, but he 
was in the undertaker business down in southern Nebraska. 
JM: About when would this have been? 
RK: Well, let's see, in 1940 Stassen was the governor of 
Minnesota and coming star and delivered the keynote 
address. And I was right impressed with ito Then I 
got to know him four years after that. That would have 
been '44. And he then was in the, getting ready to go 
in the army, navy. And I had a close relationship with 
~ Dr. Radabaugh. He and I became very close friends. And 
I tried a lawsuit here against a fellow by the name of, 
he was a lawyer out in Minneapolis, and he was a law 
partner of warren E. Burger. And warren was supposed 
to come down and try the lawsuit, but he didn't try it. 
And come down and I whipped Mr. , we West Virginians 
had this Minnesota, instead of sending the boy down here. 
He was up here at Princess Dorothy coal mine, had bought 
a lot of coal from the Princess Dorothy Coal Company. 
Coal was mined on the top of the mountain, and it come 
down in a car. This boy, this sales agency, his father 
wanted him to come down and see how the coal was mined 
so he would be a better salesman. Well, he was in this 
car coming down, and the car jumped the track. And this 
boy got excited coming down the steep mountain and jumped 
off and the car run over his legs, crippled him up horribly. 
But instead of letting him come down on a train. The C&O 
put on a special train. They hauled thousands of tons of 
coal up there to those birds. You do to me, and I'll do 
to you. So we whipped them in that lawsuit. But went 
back. I made the speech, closing the argument for our 
side. Dale Casto was sitting in with me. I did the 
trying, and Dale was a great counselor. And so he went 
back and told Burger what a hell of a whipping he had got. 
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And Burger was in on the Minnesota, there was a young 
crowd of lawyers up there. He was one of them. So he 
and I got to be fairly good friendsa And ~t the 1948 campaign 
yeah '48 campaign, Stassen could have won that thing if he 
had just listened to Walter Hallanan and to me or anybody 
else. Ralph Cake, the national committeeman from Oregon, 
told and insisted that Harold could carry Oregon. Well, 
he was very popular _in Oregon. But Harol1 had just got 
through knocking off both Tom Dewey and Bob Ta=t in 
Nebraska. So what do you do in a battle royal? You 
got to stop the guy that's in front. Or else you can't 
get there. So both of them ganged up on Stassen in Oregano 
And I learned later that Tom Dewey had Harold Stassen 's 
telephone bugged to find out what was going on on his side. 
An employee of Tom Dewey tried to have me hire him to do 
certain work when I was state chairman here a And he told 
me all of this stuff, giving me his background on what 
he could do. Well, I wasn't interested in it. But I 
was interested in what had been happening, and I told 
Harold about it. Harold had suspicioned that. But Harold 
was doing was down in the South, gathering up delegates. 
You don't gather delegates in the South. They follow the 
flag. Whoever is in front, that's where theyare going 
to go. So we lost the damn thing. And then Dewey won 
the nomination. Then in 1952, in '48 see Harold, in 
managing the Dewey campaign on the western states, and 
I was looking after the eastern states on the floor of 
the convention. And we got to be very close friends 
after that. And he was in 1952, Harold was for Eisenhower. 
Well, I was for Taft. And when Bob Kay, you may not agree 
with where he stands, but there ain't no doubt where he 
is going to stand. So I was for Taft, and very strong 
for Taft. And we had all of these delegations challenging 
the South, Texas, Alabama and various other states. Well, 
I, we, the Taft people, assigned one lawyer to represent, 
defend one person. Well, Perry Howard, the national 
committeeman from Mississippi, was assigned to me to defend 
Harry Howard. Now the fellow was assigned to defend Alabama, 
Texas and various ones. And we, you see your temporary 
role at the convention is made up by the national committee. 
And Walter was on the national committee. And in the '52 
convention, he was temporary chairman, so I would take his 
place on the national committee, and I was looking after 
brother Perry Howard. And there was a fellow by the name, 
the governor of New Hampshire, was giving Perry Howard up 
and down the river. And we were arguing this case, and 
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Harold and I would sit together. Well I knew where he 
was, and he knew where I was. And I was getting up and 
defending Perry Howard. I says "W!'lo are you?" When Tom 
Dewey called for Perry Howard to come to th9 Bronx, he 
answered that call. When Governor Fine called for Perry 
Howard to come to Pittsburgh or the coalfields, he 
answered that call. "What kind of political cannibals 
are you to crucify this great man on the cross of political 
expediency?'' I was just getting warmed up, see. warren 
said, "Bob keep your shirt on. 11 He tells that story over 
and over again. Then I won my delegation, and incidentally 
to that, and I suppose there was only, I don't know how 
many people, there are just a few of us left. I don't 
know anybody that's left but me, now, that knows this 
story. 
JM : I don't quite understand, you were defending Perry Howard? 
RK: I was defending Perry Howard to be seated as a delegate 
to the national convention. The Taft side had a group of 
delegates he wanted to seat. The Eisenhower people had 
a different one they wanted to seat. I was for Taft, and 
I was wanting him seated. And I won before the national 
convention. The next appeal from there, the national 
committee, then you appeal from there to the credentials 
committee. Well Iwas on the credentials committee and I 
won there. Then you go from there to the floor of the 
convention. That's your final go-round. I don't think 
I won because of any damn brilliant a r gument I made. 
But I had a colored man, and I don't know how many telegrams 
poured into my telephone. The colored, one thing about 
them, they are a good bit like miners, they are loyal to 
you. 
JM: Howard was a colored man? 
RK: Yeah. Perry 
Mississippi. 
Washington. 
JM: He was black. 
Howard. He was anational committeeman from 
But he had a big insurance business in 
RK: He was black. Incidentally, he was the oldest man on the 
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see, Dick Nixon, I knew Dick when he was a congressman. 
And he spoke at my invitation, or Walter's invitation, 
with my introduction up at Montgomery one time. And he 
later became a senator, but he was a senator now. And 
when warren, Earl warren, was governor of California, 
a senator don't have any power, a governor's got power, 
they got votes, got employees. So Richard Nixon met 
the California delegation at Denver, coming through on 
the Union Pacific. And Tom Dewey had made this, I don't 
know it may have been Herb Brownell, but the Dewey crowd. 
It may have bet=n Russ Sprague, I don't know. Anyway, 
one of the Dewey crowd, had made this deal with Earl 
Warren that if you will give us the first vote at the 
convention we will let you have the first vacancy on the 
Supreme Court. Well, Bill Knowland, who was then a U.S. 
senator, was a very powerful, from California. But he 
don't have enough votes. So our crowd goes to Bill Knowland 
and says now Bill, this was on the first vote that come up, 
it was on the Georgia delegation, and it was crucial. When 
the thing starts running, you can't stop it. And we needed 
six votes to win on the Georgia delegation. Bill Knowland 
says I can give that without violating our agreement with 
the Dewey people. But he moved too slow. In politics 
they move fast, as fast as you can blink your eyes. So 
the vote come up and Knowland didn't deliver, and we'll 
make you the vice president. So we lost in Georgia. We 
lost the whole damn nomination by virtue of that. Now if 
Knowland had moved fast, if we had gotten that delegation 
we would have got the nomination. Taft would have been 
president. Knowland would have been vice president. And 
Taft would have died. He would have been president. 
Instead of that, he goes back home and goes bankrupt 
managing the Oakland Tribune and commits suicide. 
Knmvland does? 
Yeah, right. 
You are talking about the convention of '52, right? 
Right, that's right. 
Actually, Taft almost won. 
Almost won. 
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JM: If you could have gotten Georgia. 
RK: You see once these southern states start rolling, they 
all follow the leader. That was the first ·one to come up. 
What I know is the feel of politics. What you know is 
the feel o I think we could have won it. But I don't 
know of anybody, Sam Mallison is dead, Walter is dead, 
Taft is dead • • • 
JM: So it was really the tardiness of Knowland that caused that? 
RK: Didn't move fast enough. It didn't violate their agreement 
at all. Then the sequence of that was that when Chief 
Justice, down at Louisa, Kentucky, what is his name? 
JM: Vinson. 
RK: Fred Vinson died. Well, Knowland, Earl Warren, calls up 
Brownell. I think Brownell made the deal and Brownell 
was Eisenhower's attorney, you know. I'm very fond of 
Herb Brownell. He's smarto And my kind of guy. W1:~ always 
got along. Although we differed, but we understood one 
~ another. So Eisenhower sent Brownell to talk to Earl 
warren. And said now the president, governor, would like 
to move up one man on the court to chief justice and put 
you on the court. See nobody thought that Fred Vinson, 
strong, healthy, great baseball player, black, two or three 
on there might go first. Nobody everybody ever dreamed of. 
Earl Warren says Herb, the deal is and was that the first 
vacancy I get. This is the first vacancy. This is what 
I intend to have. 
JM: The chief justice. 
RK: The chief justice. So the story is that Brownell went 
back to Eisenhower and reported to him, and Eisenhower 
was upset about it. Here was the president requesting 
a nominee for the Supreme Court to take one, and he ain't 
going to do it. Earl Warren is a strong guy. And so 
Eisenhower insisted, and Brownell will go back again. 
And he, back, talked to warren. And warren says, now 
Herb, the deal was and is that the first vacancy on the 
court, Earl Warren gets. This is the first vacancy. This 
is what I intend to haveo So Eisenhower had to appoint 
him. And that's the story. 
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JM: Yeah, usually you serve a little time as a justice before 
you become chief justice. 
RK: Earl warren was the chief justice, appointed chief justice. 
JM: Went right in as chief justiceo 
R..X: Right in, yeah, he filled the vacancy of chief justice. 
And he reversed the court. Now I have a great, well I 
have always kept close relations with Warren Burger. I 
always call him Mr. Chief Justice, Dear Warren, Mr. Chief 
Justice. And you know he was quite a horseback guy. And 
we exchanged Christmas cards and all of that sort of thing. 
This guy wrote him up. I wrote a vicious letter about the 
writer. But I sent it to George MacKennon. He was circuit 
judge. You never want to write to a chief justice, write 
it to an intermediary, because I don't know when he's 
going to get to ito And George MacKennon tells him why 
I'm not. And then I think he had a slipped disk, a disk, 
anyway a little fifth or sixth lumbar vertebra problem. 
And he got off a horse and got to riding a bicycle for 
exercise. Well, I see in the paper where some wild guy 
~ going, warren Burger riding, the chief justice riding a 
bicycle on the street, and some wild - eyed hippy comes 
along and knocks him off and sends him out into the ground. 
So I ,,vrite ''Dear warren, Mr . Chief Justice: Stay off 
these bicycles that belong to the kids, get back on the 
horses again." And he's a kind of a halfway polo player. 
So I wait about three months, and I get a picture, hand-
painted picture, drawing up there of Warren Burger. It 
has the Chief Justice getting knocked off by a red car 
on the sidewalk and the Chief Justice back on a pony 
and to ''My long- time friend, Bob Kay, best regards, warren 
Burger.'' So that is the only letter that come by way of 
a picture. 
JM: I see the painted picture of him. 
RK: That's right . I'll show you those pictures a little bit 
later. So I wrote "Dear warren, Mr. Chief, I got your 
Chippewa smoke signal~ that's Chippewa from up there in 
Minnesota, Chippewa smoke signal, "and appreciate it very 
much. Thanks a million, Bob Kay." 
JM: Very good. Now what do you think of Stassen today? He's 
still running for president, isn't he? 
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RK: Well, Stassen, if he had been nominated in '48, he would 
have had a great organization . He had the most remarkable 
memory. 
JM: He would have been a good president? 
RK: I think so. He would have had an organization . He did 
that up in Minnesota, with all of his problems up there. 
He had a great organization. And he used, Mhen riding 
around in the country, he had a dictaphone in his car 
and dictated letters and all of that, but he would have 
had an organization put together. Bu t some people, if 
he had listened to Walter Hallanan and me, Wdlter was 
very fond of him personally, too . But of course Walter 
is a little more pro, I'm a little more offensive. Walter 
is resilient. He is the top. The top has got to stay 
resilient. The lower party, he don't have to be. So, 
if he had stayed out of the south he would have been 
president. And he would have had himself a great organization. 
But I've seen him in crowds of five or six hundred go 
through and he introduced . He wants your name and your 
J state, but not your city. And later on he will be back 
through the same crowd. He would remember you and the 
state you are from. Now Jim Farley had a remarkable 
memory, too. But Jim was systematic. He had a card 
index. If you would go over to his headqua r ters in 
Washington as postmaster general, you'd give his secretary 
your name, and she would get who you a r e and where you are 
from. She'd pull out a card, and she'd give it to Jim. 
It would have you, your family, your wife's name and what 
you do, so he'd, ''John, glad to, how's everything over at 
the Gazette? '' He would give you the impression that he 
had everything, he did have a remarkable memory. But I 
don't think he had the kind of memory that Harold Stassen 
had. You see Harold went from there over to the University 
of Pennsylvania as president. You see that's a private 
school. I don't know whether you knew that or not. It's 
a private school. And they had to have great endowments 
in order to get money to go. But Harold got the bug of 
wanting titles. And that's bad. He wrote Eisenhower's 
labor speech. Eisenhower was a general, not used to 
writing speeches. Taft wrote some of Eisenhower's speeches. 
I would introduce Bob Taft. Bob Taft was a great man. But 
give you this as an example of it. They had a television 
hookup down in Huntington for Kentucky, West Virginia and 
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Ohio. And I introduced him . And corning back, of course 
I was at the convention before that, and people around 
Eisenhower had given him some bad advice. He had made 
a speech that didn't have the facts in it. · And we got 
back to the hotel, Bob Taft got hold of the national 
committee and got them straightened out. And I drove 
him back to Charleston. And he caught the airplane out 
of here to Washington. And I says, Senator, I don't 
see how, with all of the abuse, that these buccaneers 
give you out there in Chicago, could take that abuse and 
still put your heart and soul into this campaign. He 
said, ''Bob this country is bigger than any one man. 
That's big stuff." 
JM: Yes, it really is. 
RK: I had the pleasure of being, through Walter and through 
his friendship and being national committeeman, he would 
let me take his seat on the national committee as his 
alternate, which I got to meet a lot of the national 
figures and got to meet him, and he was a great friend 
of mine as I say I was his personal counselor. And he 
was quite a guy. And you know he loaned, he loaned, 
when the Gazette, before Smith got into managing the 
Gazette. All newspapers were broke. And the G~~~tte 
was about broke. And Walter Hallanan loaned, he had 
made a lot of money out of the Plymouth Oil Company, 
and loaned the Chiltons some money, and they paid it back. 
When Smith got in and put the thing on a business foundation 
he could have bought the thing. But he didn't. He was 
that kind of a character . ''It's their newspaper, not mine. 
They wanted me to loan them some money, and I loaned it 
to them.'' And th,2 Chiltons always, always had a great 
admiration and respect for Walter. And I think largely, 
he was a big guy. He was a big guy. 
JM: You were elected to the national conventions what years? 
RK: I was there in '40, '44, 1 48, ' 52 and ' 56. 
JM: You were elected from the district? 
RK: The district, yeah. The 6th district. This was then, here. 
Well I always wanted. I was a very close friend of Dr. 
Hatfield. Because he was one of these damn characters 
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that was strong. I liked to be around strong men. It 
makes me look stronger. I was insistent that the doctor 
be chairman of the delegation because he was older. He 
had been governor, been U.S. senator. And.I, Revercomb 
wanted it. No way would I let you have it. You get 
tied up, spend all summer putting you in the campaign. 
Do you want everything? You can't get it. The answer 
is no 0 You had to be pretty rou9h with him. 
JM: Were you involved in the campaigns in '40 and '44 when 
Mayor Dawson ran for governor? 
RK: Oh, yeah . I managed his campaign for governor. I tell 
you this story. Right funny. Dawson was at the convention 
when we nominated the mayor, and I got interested in his 
campaign for police judge. He was a country boy and so was 
I. And so then in his first campaign for governor, I knew 
the Highlands very well, Virgil and Cecil, Virgil was dead, 
I didn't knew Virgil. But Cecil I knew him very well. 
He lived at New Martinsville, and Walter Ball, his picture 
is up there, school together. He was my candidate for 
attorney general one time. He lived at New Martinsville, 
and our families were very close. And we would go up and 
visit him and he knew Cecil and we would go up and visit 
Cecil. Now Cecil stayed, his wife, Virginia, had a 
beautiful home up at New Martinsville. Her name was 
Virginia, but he stayed a good bit of the time in Clarksburg. 
So I went up in Dawson's campaign, laying the foundation 
and talked to all my newspaper friends, went up and told 
Austin Wood at the Wheeling Intel. Of course they had 
the Wheeling Intel and the Parkersburg News. Then I went 
over to see Cecil. And Dave Gideon of the Herald Dispatch 
and the Shotts had called them. They were all friendly 
to me. So I went up to see Cecil. I said, i•cecil, I 
want you to be for Boone Dawson in this campaign o" '''Oh~" 
he says, ''Bob I don't know. Oh, I don't know about that.'' 
So, I said, you ought to do it for me. I have done everything 
for you. I said why don't you do one thing for me once. 
So said okay. So I had the mats all made, the story, so 
that all the paper had to do was take the mat, It saves 
them time. This was the whole story, regular newspaper 
style to send it out. So I get all the papers and go 
through the Clarksburg Exponent and don't see a thing. 
Next time I go up there, I say, Cecil, you promised me 
that you were going to give us this story. He said, I did? 
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I said I looked through it carefull and I can't find it. 
Did you look back in the funnypapers where it belongs? 
Now the next campaign I managed for Boone, · anything I 
wanted Cecil give me. He was for Dawson. If Dawson 
said it's pretty weather out there today, Cecil would 
have it on the headline and send me the whole front 
page. He was that kind of a guy. 
JM: Dawson, you think he was a good candidate for governor? 
RK: Yeah, Dawson made a good candidate 
of course, a personal relationship 
police judge. And I helped him in 
for governor. 




JM: I want to ask you this, is there any relationship between 
politics and football? 
RK: Yes, it's as team play, to that extent. You see, I could 
go in any county in the state of West Virginia, somebody 
knew me. I could find out who I wanted to see. Somebody 
knew me. It's a great advertisement, great advertisement. 
And yes and football, also, it's competitive. You are on 
the offense. You can't score without the ball. 
JM: That's somewhat true in politics? 
RK: That's right. You've got to get on the offense. 
JM: Of course there is this expression, you know. That such 
and such a thing is turned into a political football. 
You've heard that? 
RK: Oh yes, right. Well that's when you are batted around. 
Batted around. I suppose that expression rises from that. 
JM: Kicked around? 
RK: Yeah, but once you play on a football team with football 
players, they become awfully close to you. And you have 
been in a campaign, like warren Burger, we went through 
a bunch of these campaigns together, we become close 
friends. And my relations with George MacKennon, he 
handles reunions of the undefeated teams in Minnesota. 
I handle them for West Virginia. Well I invite him to 
mine, and he invited me. I wrote him a poem the last 
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time he come down. I think I'll find that someplace and 
get it out and send it to you. After 1919, after the war 
was ended, the whole political picture all over the country 
has changed . All the young lawyers were coming to Charleston . 
For instance, Ernest James, Charlie Peters, who had been in 
the war, but Chiltons were all established here. And we 
didn't ca r e for nobody. We wanted to practice law. We 
didn't have nobody, somebody's reputation. A lot of these 
grocers wouldn't sue an old established family. We didn't 
care nothing about it. We would sue Christ if we could 
get service on him. It didn't make any difference to us. 
And Kanawha Street was down, and there was an old mill 
down at the mouth of Kanawha River and Elk River. And 
the old Kanawha and James River Tu.rnpike ended there. 
And the ferry went across from there, earlier than that. 
That quit in 1873. But the ferry was over to the other 
side of the river. And that's why Ferry Branch is called 
Ferry Branch . The ferry ended there. And the other side 
was over on the west side of the Lands of George Washington . 
But we knew. There werent' as many lawyers here, and they 
had a great deal of integrity and respect for one another. 
Bernard Pettigrew was a very close friend of mine. Tried 
a lot of law suits against him. It was nothing personal. 
Purely professional, like I play on your team today, I 
play on another team the next, who I'm getting paid for. 
But there is nothing personal about it. If I lost a law 
suit, I would call up the winner and congratulate him. 
In early politics, when Bob Kelly was state chairman of 
the Democratic party, I'd call him up, and Okey Patteson o 
I'd call him up and congratulate him on winning. And we'd 
keep that personal relations all the way through . It 
wasn't as impersonal as it is now. And I was determined 
that I had certain disadvantages by not having the time 
that I shoudl have had to get my grades. Well you either 
get them or you don't, you've got to select your priorities, 
but I had time enough to get them and I was determined 
that I was going to be a Class A lawyer. And fortunately 
I was with a great lawyer, Leo Loeb, devoted to him 
personally, and he let me try the cases when I liked. 
Clark actually was the carbide Company hired him to examine 
the title on Blaine Island. I was doing the title and 
working under a very competent, courteous individual. 
And passed the title on the Carbide island, 85 acres, and 
I got to know Houston Young at that time . Houston was up 
in the secretary of state. He got through Congress a bill 
for Carbide to build a bridge from the island over to the 
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mainland. 
JM: That took a congressional act? 
RK: It takes a congressional act to cross a navigable stream. 
I got to know Houston that way. But that was a right 
interesting history. And fortunately, for me, the titles, 
Tad Clark represented the Pennsylvania Insurance Company. 
They made a lot of loans. But they wanted the title back 
to the land grants of Virginia. So I like that kind of 
stuff. And I carried all of them back to the land grants 
of Virginia. That's the reason I got to knmv the history 
of the Thomas Bullett, 1,070 acres fro□ Elk River back up 
here to Slack Street, back up to Wilson Hollow, which is 
the next grant above there is Captain Wilson, who had 
fought in Lord Dunmore's War, and Thomas Bullett had fought 
in Lord Dunrnore's Waro And he sold it to Clendenin, and 
Clendenin named the town, and Clendenin sold it to the 
Ruffners. But taking the thing back to the land grants 
of Virginia, in those days they were more meticulous about 
estates. And I could always tell what kind of a farmer 
he was. He would. list so many scythes, so many axes, 
so many hoes, so many this and so many that. I ran into 
a fellow named John Stone. He owned a big lot back here 
on Broad Street where they built a garage back there, he 
had so many mugs, so many brushes and so many razors, 
the details. And I didn't like this guy. I either like 
you or I don't like you, no half way much with me. Of 
course he was a stuck- up guy. I said, well your father 
must have been a pretty good barber, he had so many 
razors, I wasn't running the title for him . I was running 
it for the Mutual Life Insurance Company. 
JM: Well you have been mostly a trial lawyer. 
RK: I've tried cases in over more than half of West Virginia's 
counties. Let's see: Cabell, Lincoln, Boone, Logan, 
McDowell, Mercer, Raleigh, Summers, Greenbrier, Fayette, 
Kanawha, Mason, Jackson, Roane, Wood, Harrison, Braxton, 
Wetzel, Tyler, Marion, Harrison, Monongalia, Upshur, Ohio. 
JM: Ever been up in the Eastern Panhandle, did you mention that? 
RK: Yeah, over in the Eastern, tried over in Hardy County, a 
case there, right. 
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JM: Down in the deep south, Mingo? 
RK: That's what I say, McDowell. I didn't mention Mingo. But 
I tried one later in Mingo, yeah. But I've tried them and 
made political speeches, as I say in every dern county in 
the state, which I have thoroughly enjoyed. And I have 
belonged to the great societies of lawyers. The American 
College of Trial Lawyers, they are very prestigious, and 
the International Academy of Trial Lawyers. They are 
limited to 500. I'm one of those 500. 
JM: I noticed that in your biography. Isn't that something 
you are really proud of? 
RK: I get a Christmas card from a lawyer in Paris each Christmas. 
JM: How do you get selected for that? 
RK: You are elected, they hear about you someplace. And this 
is only, John Haight, Stanley Freiser. You've got to get 
into the international academy of trial lawyers, you have 
to have done something to establish a caseo I have 
;1- established in West Virginia law and the Supreme Court 
that a railroad is not liable for a street that's improved 
along its highway, because it's assessed for the benefit 
of the adjoining propertyo The railroad got no benefit 
from this street. Up to that time, it was undecided. And 
I also established the principle early that if you are a 
banker and you loan another fellow money, and by virtue 
if you are president of the bank or cashier, he kicks back 
to you a certain part of that loan, you are an undisclosed 
partner, not a partner in fact, but a partner as far as 
I'm concerned. I established that in the Martin case in 
the Supreme Court of the U.S. 
JM: You actually argued that in the Supreme Court? 
RK: Argued, right, in the Supreme Court of West Virginia and 
established the other principle in the Supreme Court. 
It had right peculiar circumstances. Bill Lovins was a 
former brakeman on the N&W. And I'm a former section 
hand on the old K&M railroad. So two old railroaders. 
And Bill liked to fish, and I liked to fish. Of course 
the unanimous opinion of the courto In fact, I would 
rather have an enemy decide the case than a friend. 
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Because he is afraid he might be doing you a favor, might 
be criticized. I don't want my friends on my juries. I 
want somebody else. So I also belonged to the National 
Association of Railroad Trial Lawyers. The art, New York 
Central took over the K&M, they used to have a meeting 
of all their trial lawyers in New York each year. And 
they invited me over there and one time I was invited to 
address how I tried a railroad case. Well my theory of 
it was, first I have got the advantage of the average 
person. I was an old section hand, low man on the totem 
pole. And engineers look down on me, but when I'm running 
a law suit, I run it. They don't. Ana whenI try a law 
suit, instead of having the railroad crew come in my 
office, where there are carpets and books and pictures, 
huh, uh, I go out on the engine in his place and take 
myself a big picture, and so he's not a talker, he's a doer. 
And if I had that picture blown up, put it in the courtroom, 
and asked him where his frontal is, where his sand is, he 
gets it home and it gives you a great advantage. And so 
by that way I investigated my own. The railroad more or 
less investigated it during the earlier days. The old New 
York Central. But I had a pretty big sway on it. I knew 
the history of the railroad and how it happened, all up 
and down it, and the whole kit and kaboodle. I had, the 
manager of a railroad has more power than a vice president. 
The manager took a great liking to me. And he had me over 
when he would come in on his private car, all that kind 
of business. 
JM: You usually represented the railroad companies? 
RK: Represented the railroad. 
JM: Which ones now, the Kand M? 
RK: Well no, the K&M converted into the Toledo, Ohio, Central. 
Then, Toledo, Ohio, Central into the New York Central. 
Leroy Alla, and I got part of this from Leroy. He was a 
great friend of mine. I looked after a lot of his, as a 
young lawyer, I looked after a lot of his legal litigations, 
cats and dogs stuff. He was attorney for the K&M. He was 
a licensed engineer. He gave them a tremendous advantage 
over the average lawyer. 
JM: Did you ever represent the C&O? 
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RK: No, you can't have but one counsel. 
JM: So it was actually New York Central. 
RK: New York central and the Penn Central. And now the 
Conrail. And I've got the history all on a map of 
the whole history going ba~k to the Atlantic and North-
western Railroad. About 1884. You see the C&O, Collis 
P. Huntington was going to come down to Gauley Bridge, 
co~e down the north side and have the railroad end at 
Point Pleasant. Well Heady Green, the great industral 
woman, built the bridge across the Ohio River, and she 
didn't like Collis P. Huntington~. So she let the lease 
of that bridge to the Atlantic a:-id Northwestern Railroad. 
In fact the C&O had already got a lot of land and built 
a railroad down to Gallipolis, Ohio, through Athens, Ohio 
going up the Hocking River and on into Columbus to be 
out on the lakes. So he got shut off, and then when he 
got shut off down there, the Atlantic and Northwestern 
Railroad, they got in, a lot of these early railroads, 
they got overfinanced and couldn't put the thing through, 
then was refinanced through the K&M. Leroy represented 
the K&M and I worked as a section hand at the K&M. And 
as I say, that gave me a tremendous advantage with 
railroads. Even the president of the railroads# fellow 
by the name of Wills, he was a brakeman on the N&W and 
went up to be president. So we had him in my car, going 
down to meet carbide. And I was in the back, I said, 
"Get out there, flagman, and back me out of here.'; "Okay, 
section hand.'' Well, you know, it 's a personal thing. 
It's nothing strange. It's just talk. It don't put up 
to me very much. I don't pay any attention to that stuff. 
They put their britches on the same way I do, one leg at 
a time. They were in litigation every place all over 
the state. You got to know, tried a lot of those cases 
and a lot insurance company cases. But you are under a 
terrific strain all of the time. But the easiest case 
to win is Internal Revenue. Nobody likes them. Whether 
they are right or wrong, the guy you want to be careful 
of is a young kid or a woman or an old colored man. 
He's wrong, but he thinks he's right. He's not lying. 
He's mistaken. But it's hard to get him to change. 
"Mr. Bob, I'll just tell ·you what I know, just don't 
know nothing else." How are you going to combat that? 
It's tough. But the Internal Revenue guy. You don't 
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like them. Neither do I. One of them came in here, and 
I threw him out. They sent a guy from Washington to come 
over here and investigate me for being mean and uncooperative 
to special agents. I says brother, thou art thrice welcome, 
sit down. I don't know when I have been so honored in 
all of my life. You haven't seen nothing yet. If I've 
been mean to special agents in the past, you ain't seen 
nothing to what's going to happen in the future o They've 
got a different view. We don't see eye to eye nor none 
of the way. Their purpose is to put my client in the 
jailhouse . My obligation is to keep him out o So we've 
got nothing in common o Now ordinary agents, I get along 
great with them. But special agents, I just don't like them. 
JM: I remember you represented Governor Barron for awhile. 
RK: Represented him in his income tax matter. You see I had 
just had this great heart attack, and Mrs. Kay fussed 
with me. I thought I had been allright. I would have 
won that case. But she said, Bob you own me something . 
I says sure I do. And my law firm didn't want me to do 
it . I represented him in his income tax. Won that for 
him. But I would have won that case if my wife had, not 
that she wouldn't have let me, but she, after all, by 
God she had put up with me for all these years and, in 
politics. And somebody would call, when do you expect 
Bob home, and says when I see him. The average wife of 
JM: 
a lawyer. They want him home at 5 o'clock and go to this 
social and that social occasion or something else. By 
God you can't be a great doctor or a great lawyer, and 
they are a jealous mistress and by God you got to pay 
some attention to them. And you can't be a newspaperman 
when they put you on assignment and your wife wants to 
go to a social tonight. You want to get this story out. 
It's not good tomorrow, it's good today. 
Yeah, well you say you could have won the case, you mean. 
RK: On its merits. I don't think he was guilty. I don't mean 
the fraud case, no. Or bribing the jury, no. When I 
learned about that, I says, Governor, you, I was his 
consultant. I never entered the case where he was on 
trial with Bonn Brown and the others. 
JM: Yeah, but you think he was innocent in that case? 
Robert Kay 61 
RK: I think he was innocent. These people took advantage 
of him. They took advantage of him. 
JM: But the others were found guilty. 
RK: But had to bribe that jury. John, you know, here you are 
with a clie~t. I've never been confronted with it. When 
a client tells me he bribed a juror. I've never been 
confronted with that. It's a tough decision to make. 
Here's your whole life, whole life sitting out there. 
Ruined reputation. Here you can get off, but you ought 
to know that the fellow who is getting that money is 
going to squander it someplace, and it's going to come 
back to haunt you. I say I've never been confronted with 
that. It would be a tough. What you should do is 
immediately go to the judge and tell him the circumstances 
and ask that the juror be excused. That's what I would 
have done under normal circumstances. But I think these 
other fellows took advantage of him. 
JM: Well, separate and apart from anything that happened on 
the bribe, you think he was innocent. 
RK: He was guilty of that. When he told me about it, I said 
you've got to tell the truth. Tell the truth and he did. 
But I think he was innocent of the other. 
JM: Did you advise him on the bribe thing? 
RK: No, I didn't know anything about it. Once I got out of 
the trial of the case, I didn't want to tell him, he 
had his own counsel. And if I'm going to run a law suit, 
I'll run it. Nobody else runs it but me. And I didn't 
want to interfere, I knew nothing about it until all after 
it happened, come out in the papers. I knew nothing about 
it, no. Name of Smith over in Mingo County, the French 
government sued him for 150 million bucks, sued an old 
hillbilly coal miner in federal court. They couldn't win. 
But the French government insisted to try this case, so 
moved it from Huntington up to Parkersburg, tried that 
two Christmases ago. And of course I had an ideal situationo 
This fellow Smith's wife was a· halfway invalid. His father 
and mother was sick and his mother was home and we tried 
it just before Christmas. Here you are, with good will 
toward men, and his father was named as a defendant, because 
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he didn't want a stockholder in this company. Mr . Smith, 
where's your mother, she's made, your wife, she's made a 
defendant. Mr. Kay, she's home, sick, and _I have to have 
a nurse with her. Your father, likewise, Mr. Smith. He's 
made a defendant . Why isn't he here? Mr. Kay, he's 
looking after my invalid mother o She's in the hospital. 
So I get up to argue this case before jury. And they had 
a bunch of these, caught them lying all the way down. A 
fellow by the name of McCarthy. A fellow by the name of 
Bernstein. Now Mr. Bernstein, you, to let me hear you 
talk a little bit more. This is the first time in my life 
that I ever wanted for, wanted for one word a I want a 
word that sounds nice and sweet and gentle and kind, but 
means something mean and nasty and contemptible. I want 
it to apply to you. 
JM : You told the jury that? 
RK: Yeah, and looking at him in the jury room. I says send 
these consummated, revolving, liars back to the Bronx, 
where they belong, where they mingle with their own kind. 
But we West Virginians respect our courts. We don't want 
somebody lying, especially in the teeth of the jury. Now 
Mr. McCartney, just in case you think I'm neglecting you, 
I want to tell you, I want to talk about you. I says 
Mr. Sharp, George Sharp, I took McCartney as crossing 
him and Sharp had cross - examined Bernstein. I says when 
my law partner, Mr. Sharp put that noose of truth around 
your neck, I saw you squirm and wiggle. The tighter you 
squirmed, the more you wiggled, and the more you wiggled, 
the tighter that noose of truth ca~e around your neck 
until prostrate you fell, admitting, committing not a 
mistake of fact but a falsehood made with full knowledge 
0£ its falsity with a diabolical purpose of deceit, and 
deceiving this jury in the front of their very eyes and 
deceiving this judge in his very eyes. Went on and talked 
about the facts and wound up, this becomes the time of year 
when Christian faith teaches us all worldwide that the time 
for peace and happiness and good will. Gentlemen of the 
jury send this man back home. Give him the greatest 
Christmas present you could ever give him. With a very 
for the jury, we the jury find for the defendant. Let . 
him take it back home and console his wife in her invalid 
capacity. Let him give a smile on the lips of his mother. 
Let him have a conscious feeling, a sparkle to her eye, 
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that you have had a verdict as well as a vindication. 
Keep him not waiting long, because he'll be anxious 
to know what you think of him. You either_give us a 
verdict or you give these admitted liars a verdict. 
It can't be both. Send him back. And let him take 
that verdict home, back as a Christmas present and 
frame it to the honesty, the fairness of this great 
Wsst Virginia jury. They don't do that anymore. 
Judge Haden let me get by with it. 
JM: He did? 
RK: Yeah, he let me get by with it. 
JM: You got the verdict? 
RK: I got the verdict sure, in the end, and framed the 
god damn verdict, we the jury find the defendant, framed 
it and sent it down to him. 
JM: You say the French government brought this suit? 
•·" RK: A company organized by the French government, Charbonage 
de France. It's a subsidiary, a wholly-owned, government-
like, like the, what's the power company down there, the 
Alabama power plant. It's a government agency, like the 
farm credit bureau. It's financed by•them. And what 
happened, during the heyday of our coal, they were wanting 
coke and coal, and Smith owned the Cinderella mine in 
Mingo County, part of it goes into Kentucky. It was a 
very fine coking coal. And they wanted to buy his mine 
for a certain price. And they had their lawyer draw up 
a very weasely, slippery, slimy, yellow-dog style contract, 
as we coal miners in West Virginia call it. And he signed 
it, but it was all on one side. And it was so da~n rough 
that nobody would enforce it. He wouldn't sell it to them 
until they brought this suit. He sold it to the coal 
company, the Kelly boys. Then they brought suit against 
them and against him for breach of contract and loss of 
profits. Hell, you can sue anybody. The bigger they are, 
the more they want it. But I knew they were never going 
to win this one. Why would they ever, after we had taken 
these depositions, and I had caught them as liars on 
cross-examination, why they were, but I think these lawyers 
had told them. This lawyer, one of them had taught 
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McCartney as a Frenchman, McCartney. He had taught school 
in Paris. And Bernstein, both of them married French girls, 
and of course they were ideal ~nerican lawyers representing 
the French government, because they were very fluent in 
French. But I knew they could never win that thing down 
there in front of a West Virginia jury . 
JM: I want to ask you about your agriculture pursuits. 
RK: Okay . 
JM: When did you buy the farm down there? 
RK: I'll go back when my father bought it in 1908 . As I told 
you, our power plant was the old oxen, Buck and Berry and 
one horse . our pond was down with. 
JM: What did you call the oxen, Buck and Berry? 
RK: Buck and Berry that was the name of the ox team. 
JM: Okay. 
RK: Buck was the off one and Berry was the near one. And they 
were pretty smart oxen, and we plowed with the Syracuse-
chilled hillside plow. Now you boys over in the bottom 
used an Oliver plow, one way. 
JM: Syracuse- chilled? 
RK : Made in Syracuse, New York. You turned the moldboard 
over each time you went around the hill. Then during 
the war my father bought the farm across the river. I 
didn't know that until I got back from the war. And 
then I helped in the summer of 1919. I went down and 
helped my father build, redo the barn. It was on the 
river bank and pulled it out to the middle of the farm, 
so your crops are haul e d half way and your manure half 
way. Some of those logs were cut out. One of the beams 
was about 14 by 14, 40 feet long, hand - hewed, mortice 
joints, with wood pegs and all that. We just took them 
down and put them out there. I remember one night I had 
the frame up, I had a vision that the thing was going 
down, so I got up immediately at daylight, or before 
daylight and went down and put some braces on that barn. 
Robert Kay 65 
But we moved it there, out in the middle of the field. 
And that's in Mason County. 
JM: Now the 1908 farm, that was over at Leon? 
RK: No, it was a mile out of Leon. 
JM: During World war I, your father bought the land across 
the river. 
RK: The land across the river because the house and barn had 
got shaken off its foundation and the house too in this 
1913 flood . And this fellow, Yauger, had moved to Alabama 
and he wanted to sell it. I didn't know we had bought it 
until after I got back o 
JM: That's the 400 acre farrn o 
RK: No, not the 400. That's the 150 acre farm. Now Bob 
Armstrong, who was a brother to Mrs. Pat Wilson, and 
JM: 
Pat Wilson was an engineer on the C&O. He married 
Gretchen Pullen, and he was brother to Riley Wilson . 
You have heard of Riley Wilsono Well Riley was a great 
friend of mine. And so Bob Armstrong, I got to know him. 
He was adjoining. And . he told me, said Bob if I ever 
want to sell my farm, I want you to have it . So I said 
Uncle Bob, I always called him uncle, Uncle Bob, I want 
it. It joined my father's farm and just to have a piece 
of real estate down there. And so one time during the 
war he called me up, says Bob, I want to sell you my 
farm. I says Uncle Bob, what do you want for it. He 
told me. I said now I don't want it all cash o I want 
just some of it cash. I want a deed of trust with 6 
percent interest. I said Uncle Bob, I'll be down the 
next morning, go down to Point Pleasant, copy the 
description of the deed, went down to Huntington, one 
of my friends, Tiny Marshall, Fitzpatrick, down in Davis' 
law firm, he and I went to school together, and got his 
secretary, dictated a dead and dictated the deed of trust, 
took the money down with me as I left that night and took 
my deed of trust had my wife sign it before we left and 
closed it up. 
was this right after World War II? 
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RK: Right after World War II. In fact it was during World 
War II. Then he had 120 acres of bottom land. Then I 
bought hill land, about 100-200 acres of hill land, 
various farms, oh Abe Hawkins' farmo He was quite an 
individual and the Wheatcraft farm and the Denny farm, 
all back in the hill land, and they all joined, right 
back of the Cornstalk hunting range, right behind it. 
So I get on my horses and my sister have a great trip 
back through there, we take a pair of pliers with us, 
run on to a wire fence, we just cut the wire and keep 
on going. They used to, when the government bought all 
of that land in down there, used to fence those fields 
in. But the cost of keeping the brush mowed and the 
fences were more than the rent they got out of it. 
So they don't care whether there is any fence around 
there or not. But my sister is a great rider and I 
like to ride a horse, I'll show you when we get through 
some of these pictures around here. Then what I do, 
my nephew, or my brother when he was alive, my brother 
didn't go to college, but all the rest of us did. He 
stayed home and I insisted that father, a life estate 
and give it to my brother. So you don't know what you 
are going to marry or who you are going to get into. 
You never know. But I, if he's going to stay here and 
run the farm, he ought to have it. So, life estate, 
except seven acres around the home, the house, which 
father and mother kept, and they give that to me. And 
I was to keep it. And if I ever sold it, divide the 
money up and I give them all an affidavit of what I was 
going to do. So I've kept the damn thing together and 
run it down there and there's seven acres and have quite 
a time. It's half a mile from the river and half a mile 
from the hill. You' re away from everybody, if you' re 
going to get to me, you've got to bring a helicopter to 
get down there. But then my nephews run it and it's a 
big operation, got probably 125 calves by now and sometime 
more and sometime less, run a lot of pigs, and I got two 
big Diesel tractors, two big gasoline tractors, a Fora 
tractor and a regular mowing for cultivating the tobacco 
with it. But they run the farm. They let me use the 
brush hog and I like to do it because it shakes you up. 
They won't let me get out where I can get hurt. They 
said Uncle Bob, you ought to be smarter than that. But 
I said it's like riding the horses, you never saw a cowboy 
with a big belly. It gets that off of you. But I love to 
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get down there and take my shirt off and put on a big, 
I always wear a big pair of shoes, a tight pair of shoes. 
And half naked and sit out there in the sun. The thing 
I really love, John. You see we started out with an end 
loader, loading it on the end, hay putting it in windrow~, 
with a side delivery rake. Now we use it to bail it, 
side delivery rake, put it in a row, run the bailer, a 
square bail. Now we use these round bailers, putting 
a side delivery rake, don't even touch the stuff, put 
it in a bail, raise the thing up, drop it on the ground, 
start out and going. Now in my day we raked it up with 
a horse rake, put it in doodles, and put the doodles on 
the wagon, took a couple of us to throw it up in the loft 
of the barn, a lot of work in that. Then we've got a 
conveyor in the barn, where later on you will haul it up 
there with a horse, pull a trigger and drop it. You've 
seen all that kind of stuff. 
JM: That's probably why the latter generation, is not going 
to be as good football players as the previous generation. 
RK: But I've got the ox yoke on the old ox team. I've got 
J the picture of the oxen. I've got the cradle that I 
cradled wheat with. And there is an art in handling one 
of those things. You get quite an athlete you see. In 
those days, all pleasure was out of work. We had contests 
at doing this and contests at doing that. Butchers had 
contests at skinning a calf fast. Farmers had contests 
at plowing the straightest row, contests at cradling wheat 
or rye or oats. There was an art in it. Or you could 
work yourself to death. 
JM: There was quite an art in laying off rows, wasn't there? 
Before they had the two-wheel corn planters? 
RK: Yeah. Before that, shovel, laid it off with that. Then 
they got the bottom land. You boys cultivated both ways. 
You boys had a two-by-four put together and made you two 
rows and cross them, then you with a corn planter jobbed 
into these corn rows. Now you know the boys, we got 
after that, we got to plowing this corn in a circle. Plow 
with a horse and turn around at the end. This tractor, 
but it would take certain time at the end of the row. 
Get the plows out and turn it around, put the plows back. 
our boys commenced plowing in a circle, keep on going until 
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you got in the middle and took it out. Now part of it we 
don't even plow. We'll cut a crop of clover off, spray 
it, kill the clover, get a big plow down there that plants 
four rows, and plant, we spray it. We spray it and we 
put liquid nitrogen in the ground and don't even touch 
it. Because every time a plow strikes a root you take 
away the thing that makes it grow. And of course going 
through, we plowed the thing to keep the weeds from getting 
up. And hoed it. Now on the hill farm we hoed ours. 
JM: The address down there is Southside. 
RK: Southside. 
JM: Okay, now where is that in relation to where Washington 
had his little settlement? 
RK: Now Southside, his settlement is at Beech Hill, again 10 
miles up the Kanawha River and that's known as the Beech 
Hill section . The Southside section begins about Arbuckle, 
two and a half miles, no it's more than that. About two 
and a half miles from Leon, because it used to be the 
·1 train fare was a nickel, two cents a mile and we would 
ride the train up to Arbuckle, get off the train and 
walk a mile over to Harmony Church, go to church over 
there and walk back for a nickel. If you wanted to go 
some place, you went by foot, the only way you had to go. 
I'd say Southside begins at Arbuckle, then runs down to 
Beech Hill. And Beech Hill picks up. That would be about 
five miles of the Southside section, then the Beech Hill 
section. That was the section in there that was part of 
the 10,990 acres of Washington's lower survey. But 
begins at the Henderson survey. Henderson went down the 
Ohio River, and Washington's survey, William Crawford 
took the survey for him, he come up there to the Putnam 
County line, part of the old McCausland place. Now the 
Beech Hill section, I would say where the old colony was, 
which George Washington established, that's about where 
the old Mount Vernon Farm is now. 
JM: Really, right in there. 
RK: There is a monument down there, John, showing that. I 
don't know whether they have it accurate or not. But 
it's bound to be in that area because George Washington 
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in my recollection, I became very friendly with Roy Bird 
Cook, and in fact I had nothing much to do he would go 
down and check some records for him when I .was practicing 
law and, with nothing much to do, I was, mother had insisted 
that all of us get a college education and I didn't get 
married until five years after I got out of school. I 
wanted to send my money and I was going through a couple 
of years ago, going through, I had put the money in the 
bank . My sisters were going to Marshall College and would 
draw it out. I don't know anything tha~ gave me more 
pleasure than, of course we were a very closely- knit 
family, than here's what I have done for my sisters . You 
know all you get out of life is personal satisfaction. 
And you live for those who love you. Those hearts are 
kind and true and the heaven smiles above you o 
JM: That's one thing I wanted to ask you. Do you have a 
particular philosophy of life that you sort of live by? 
RK: Well you live to hail that season, which wise men have 
foretold when men shall live by reason and not alone by gold. 
JM: Give me that again, just to make sure I got it. 
RK: The whole thing. 
JM: Yeah, the most pertinent part. 
RK : Well, I live for those who love me, whose hearts are kind 
and true. I live to hail that season, which wise men are 
foretold when men shall live by reason and not alone by 
gold. That's what I live for . 
JM: Now what is the source of that? 
RK: McGuffey's Readero Who wrote lt, I don't know. 
JM: But that is sort of you 
RI<: That's my philosophy. 
JM: I notice you are a member of the Presbyterian Church. 
JM: Yeah, you know, I've gone back. I've got I think probably 
the biggest religious library of any person in Charlestono 
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I'm going to give that to the Presbyterian Church. You 
see, going back historically, religiously, Calvin, John 
Calvin lived in Switzerland, and he developed the religion 
away from the catholic religion that got into the Huguenots 
and John Knox got into that he, after Martin Luther, got 
into the Presbyterian religion, but you know the finest 
religions of the world is the simplest religion. A simple 
faith is as consolating thing. When it gets so complicated 
you can't figure it out, then you don't have that same 
satisfaction and consolation. Now I wish I had the faith 
of my father. He was Scotch, born in Scotland, or the 
faith of my sisters, but after I read the New Testament, 
after I read the history of the Roman Empire, after I read 
that in 325 years after the birth of Christ, the catholic 
Church had a meeting in Asia Minor, a little town called 
Nicaea, and it was only by one vote that Christ was 
determined as divine. Prior to that he was a great rabbi. 
And when you read the story about Rabbi Hilles, who was 
about the same time as Christ, both of them great rabbis, 
you commence to wonder. When you think that here is nature, 
impregnating a woman, without semen. It just don't fit in 
with me. Here is the great religion of Mohammed, 625 years 
after Christ. Mohammed wrote his own religion, the Koran. 
And it's a great military religion. If you die, you go to 
heaven immediately. And he takes literally passages out 
of the New Testament and passages out of the writings of 
the early fathers, passages from Zoroaster, passages from 
Confucious and puts it together. He's a composite religion. 
Take the Shinto religion. It's a great military religion. 
was the Buddhas all wrong? Is the Hindus all wrong? I 
don't know. 
JM: Well, you don't sound like a Presbyterian there. 
RK: Well, no, a Presbyterian is foreordained, what's going to 
happen is going to beo 
JM: You don't believe that, do you? 
RK: Oh, no, no. The~e has to be a great divine, man has to 
have so~ething to lean on. Take a barn that burnso A 
horse has been in it. You can't get him out of it. You've 
got to blindfold him. Why? It's his place of refuge. A 
dog is not used to a gun. Shoot and where does he run? 
To his master. Take the Indian. Where, the Happy Hunting 
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Ground. Man has to have a something to rely on when he 
is weak, when he needs assistance. When he don't need 
assistance, he don't need it, but all mankind, all animal 
in nature, need something to rely on in case of trouble, 
when you have something that you can't overcome yourself. 
And no matter what your religion is, if it branches off 
in a thousand lines, but you'll come back to watch the 
galax of the stars. All you've got to do is go out on 
a night in cold winter and watch the stars. Who put these 
things together? Who makes them, who has them year after 
year? It's some divine power or something. And all, all 
animals, mankind included, has to have something to lean 
on. When you are in trouble who does a kid go to? He goes 
to his father and his mother. You get some real trouble, 
you go to your friends for advice. Just starting, then 
when he gets in real trouble, you look for something divine. 
It's a great consolation. And the simpler your faith is, 
the more consolirg it is. I had a cousin. He was a 
Presbyterian minister, and he was in the church down in 
Memphis, Tennessee. He was an arbitrator in the Presbyterian 
Church. He was a great big fellow. He was young. He was 
my cousin, my father's youngest sister. But he was a great 
orator and natural orator. And big, handsome fellow. And 
he could stop a sermon, close it off immediately, with a 
stopwatch laying on his desk, no notes. There's three 
great preachers, Henry Ward Beecher, Star King from 
California, and my cousin, Tom Young. I think he was 
the best. I never heard, I've only heard my cousin, Tom 
Young. He mixed up classical expressions with homespun 
things, clean as a hound's tooth. Very few orators have 
that power. But Tom Young had it. And he had the faith 
of the Scotch. The greatest sermon I ever heard preached 
by someone I didn't know was in St. Giles Church in Edinburgh 
on the Sabbath. And on the Sabbath there is no place to go 
in Edinburgh but the kirk. So I went to the church because 
I wanted to be there and I heard the minister, a great, 
big, brawny Scotsman, he had preached a eulogy to the 
Black Watch. The Black watch is the Scottish greatest 
regiment, more than the Seekford Highlanders, more than 
the Gordon Highlanders, more than the other great regiments. 
They are put together and on their battleflags, waterloo, 
Koohow, Dunkirk, Silver, the whole damn staff is lined. 
You know the Black watch, it takes great troops to stand 
more than 10 percent loss. They had 96 percent loss, 
defending Dunkirk. Of course they had no place to go but 
into . • • 
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JM: Into the sea? 
RK: Into the sea. That's courage. I had an uncle that was 
in the Black watch in the Boer War. And, John, sitting 
there listening to that Scotch brogue, it put chills on 
me. I enjoyed that thrill for four or five days. 
JM: I bet you did. You mean you listened to him talk about it. 
RK: He preached a eulogy to the Black Watch at Gilipoli. 
And I heard that great sermon of the Black Watch and 
the Scotch and the courage of the Scotch. 
JM: You don't remember the preacher's name. 
RK: No, I don't remember the preacher's name, but I remember 
the thrill I got out of it. I remember the thrill I got 
out of it. But there was no place else to go. St. Giles 
Church is the great church of Edinburgh. John Knox 
preached there. 
JM: In all of this, we didn't mention your wife. 
RK: Oh, Virginia Scholze, yeah. I've got a great wife. While 
I was in law practice, working all night, trying cases all 
day, I wouldn't get hane often. Many places she wanted to 
go and she raised me three great children. And as I expressed 
to you the other day and a few minutes ago, "Where's Bob?" 
"I don't know." "When do you expect him?'' "When I see 
him.'' She wasn't insisting that I be home at a certain 
time, wasn't insisting that I be at a certain place. She 
wanted me to be a la:r;vyer and a good one. And I hope I 
have fulfilled her hopes. 
JM: Did I hear you mention twin daughters? 
RK: Actually, two sets of twins. Twins are awfully hard to 
carry. Had one set of twin girls and there was about 
six months gone, lost them. Then I had my son was first. 
Then these twin daughters, lost those. Then the second 
set of twins, they are awfully hard to carry. Had to keep 
Mrs. Kay in bed a good bit. Of course since she had the 
one set of twins, she might have another set. And so 
they became great girls, very close to one another. 
JM: She lost a set of twins? 
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RK: Lost a set of twins. And Bernard Pettigrew, and oh, when 
they were about five months pregnant probably. 
JM: Oh, it was a miscarriage. 
RK: A miscarriage, right. Yeah a miscarriage. I remember 
her putting her arms around me, @id Bob, tears rolled 
down her cheeks, she had lost. She knew what I wanted. 
You know I had never had the thrill of a killer as when 
her first child, John. She was having labor pains and 
before I took her down to the hospital. I heard her give 
that cry of pain and, John, it's a funny thing. I would 
have killed a person if somebody had touched her. It's 
like the first time I have ever felt the animal instinct. 
JM: Actually, it's a beautiful thing. Birth is a beautiful thing. 
RK: It is, right. But she raised these great girls, and Elsie, 
incidentally the first of June I'm going to have the whole 
outfit up to the farm. Jack's two boys, and he's got one 
of these Bluebird wagons, 33 feet long, Diesel engine in 
it and a Diesel. He's half way retired. He's been up at 
calvary, attended that stampede up there. And when he is 
in the insurance business, he has a couple of insurance 
agencies down there and the real estate business, a travel 
agency, and he's practically, his boys are grown and away, 
and the insurance company sends he and his wife to Paris 
at the expense of the company, Spain at the expense of the 
company, to Acapulco at the expense of the company, send 
them to, at the expense of the company, and he rode throughout 
Seattle, caught the Canadian-Pacific railroad and talked 
that engineer, going up the Frazier River, into letting 
him ride that lead engine going over Kicking Horse Pass. 
He said, dad I bet you can't do that. He sold them a bill 
of goods that he was taking some pictures, take to the 
people down to Florida so he could pass going into Barn. 
JM: Now he's an insurance executive? 
RK: He's insurance and real estate business. Has a shopping 
center and travel agency. 
JM: Both of your daughters are married? 
RK: Both are married. One of them married Harris. He was a 
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chemical teacher. Now he is in the University of Kentucky 
in administration. And when they were married, they went 
over to Africa, at Kilimanjaro and they spent two years 
over there. And they had a Volkswagen. I · insisted that 
they get it and I wanted to travel as much as I could. 
And they had a trip planned from Kilimanjaro over to the 
sea, and was going over to, couldn't get over there because 
they were having a revolution over there, Zanzibar, had a 
revolution over there and they couldn't get over there, so 
they went on down to the Cape of Good Hope and come back 
to the central part of Africa, through Victoria and 
Victoria Falls, and he climb up the top of Mount Kilimanjaro. 
But they got to see everything down there. And they spent 
more money when they had a Volkswagon, spent more money 
than they thought they needed to spend, than they thought 
they were going to have to spend, so they slept two nights 
in that Volkswagen and ate wherever they could, rather 
than spend the money on a hotel. I said that's travelers. 
JM: Your mother is from Pennsylvania. 
R...'<: She is from Pennsylvania. My grandfather, John A. Ewart, 
.1 was in Mercer, Pennsylvania when he was 21, father Abraham 
called for the first 100,000. My grandfather answered the 
call. And he came back, was wounded in the Battle of 
Fredericksburg. And he came back, walking through West 
Virginia. And that was the only way you could get home 
in those days, didn't have any cars or automobiles. 
Wagons, mules, or you walked home, that's the way you 
got there. So he went back to Pennsylvania and come 
through West Virginia amid saw part of it. And he went 
back into Mercer County, Pennsylvania. And then came 
back to West Virginia at Raleigh. He stopped, got off 
the train at Princeo It was 12 miles, mountain into 
Beckley. And he bought a farm out there on, called 
Whitestick. And he bought another farm right close to 
Beckley, called the Mountain Meadow Farm. And we called 
it Stoney Lonesome. Because when we was in the mining 
camp, mother used to take us up there in the summertime, 
a great place for kids to go. 
JM: What was his last name? 
RK: John A. Ewart. 
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JM: That was her father? 
RK: My mother's father. And his wife was Hand~ And her 
ancestors, captain Sc:hilling, was in the Revolutionary 
War. And they farmed in New Jersey and wanted to move 
to western Pennsylvania. So they moved there after the 
Revolutionary war. Because they couldn't grow wheat in 
that sandy soil. Moved into western Pennsylvania, West 
Middlesex, western Pennsylvania, great country up there. 
And they bought or got a release in some kind of an 
Indian deal so mother said. And they moved there. That's 
where the Whiskey Rebellion. They transported their stuff 
on foot into Philadelphia. That same place. That was 
the place they were selling their stuff. Forbes, General 
Forbes had a line built into Pittsburgh after Braddock 
got defeated up there in 1770, yeah when Braddock got 
knocked off there at Fallen Timbers. But then they had 
all of these drovers. I've got a book you would probably 
be interested in. It's the history of the early turnpike, 
coming from Washington, going to the Yougiheny River into 
Pittsburgh and then into Little Washington, Pennsylvania 
and into Wheeling and on into Zanes into the West. That's 
the first national pike. It's right interestingo This 
fellow writes this book from stories that some fellow had 
written earlier, newspaper accounts. And he puts it 
together in a book. Of course if you like history like 
I do, people and all that kind of businesso It puts it 
back to you. W·all you are never satisfied. You are never 
satisfied. If you a=e, you quit. 
JM: Let me ask you this question. I think you have excelled. 
I mean you are sort of a star in football, politics and in 
law and to sane extent in agriculture. Now are all of 
these related in some way? 
RK: Well, I'd say law and politics are related. Football is 
not necessarily, it gave me the, it unlocked the door. 
It unlocked the door. And that's the great advantage. 
That's the reason I support the mountaineer scholarship 
fund. Of course I don't agree with these boys. I would 
rather look to the day when we beat Pitt, rather than 
whether I was on the first draft choice. 
JM: I wanted to ask you this, too. I know about your heart 
attack in 1952, wasn't it? 
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RK: '58. Come dern near dying. 
JM: Okay, since then you have adopted sort of~ physical regimen? 
RK: Before that time I was working all the time. Now I'm 
walking a good bit and taking some calisthenics. Like 
you do in the army. I know how to take care of myself. 
Do a lot of walking and do a lot of horseback riding. 
Do a lot of fishing. 
JM: Well do you still get up at 5:30 in the morning? 
RK: Well I've been blessed, as my mother was blessed, with 
only needing ~bout four or five hours of sleep at night. 
I stay in bed longer than that. But I don't get to sleep 
longer than that. I like to get up early in the morning 
and what I actually, John my great pleasure in going back 
to the farm and I want to show you the cabin in there. 
It's built for a cabin and I'm having an old railroad 
bell out there, outside the fireplace, with a patio over 
it and curtains to drop down and get out there at 5 o'clock 
and build me a fire in the outdoor fireplace and watch the 
sun come up. 
JM : Just like an old hobo. 
R.~: Just exactly like an old hobo. It's a great consolation . 
JM: Well, do you still get up at approximately 5:30? 
RK: Oh, yeah. I'm awake at 5. This morning, awake at 5. 
Even if I go to bed at 12 or 2, I'll wake up at 5. You 
get in a habit of doing that. I'm not. My body don't 
require, now I sleep, I'm like a horse. I can sleep 
standing up pretty near. 
JM: Well I remember reading another story about you about 1974 
when you got up that early and then you would walk something 
like two to six miles. Are you still doing that? 
RK: No, I don't walk six. I walk two. Two miles and three 
miles. This summer now I'll take to walking more. In 
the winter I don't walk as much . But I walk, do alot 
of walking. And I've got a big pair of shoes, weigh three 
pounds a piece. 
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JM: You still wear those? 
RK: Oh, yeah. They pull bull calves in your legs. And I got 
them from out in Seattle o They were made in Italy. They 
are heavy shoes and leather-lined. Lumberman's shoes. 
You can't get them anymore. And I got another pair of 
shoes made in Italy, and they are leather-lined, and they 
have got a corrugated sole on them. They are grGat for 
climbing hills on. When I lived over on the hill, had 
three acres, moved over there in '32, and I mowed my own 
grass. Power traction with the wheels. Now I have got 
a mower on the thing, starts it and propels itself. But 
I do my own mowing. I like to do it and it gives me some 
exercise. Raking leaves, that's your character building. 
Do something that you don't like to do and mother says 
that's character building. Do something that you like to 
do there ain't no character building in that, Bob. 
JM: Do you think this walking and sort of a physical regimen 
you are in now has done a lot with maintaining your health? 
RK: I greatly, and what you eat. I don't live to eat. I eat 
to live. I like everything. There is nothing I don't 
like. And I eat the things that are good for me. I like 
them anyway. If you are hungry, like my grandfather said, 
the greatest meal he ever had was on the battlefield, 
after the Battle of Fredericksburg was over, a piece of 
hardtack and a piece of raw bacon. How hungry you are 
depends on how you enjoy the food. 
JM: That you was your grandfather Ewart? 
RK: That was grandfather Ewart, right. 
JM: He was the one who fought in the Battle of Fredericksburg? 
RK: Battle of Fredericksburg, right. But John, you know one 
of the greatest things that has happened in my life. 
When my children got married and went away and before 
they got married, I gave them all credit cards. Now if 
old gramps was paying for the call, they all call me old 
gramps, they'll call home. Now the twins graduated from 
suilivan College. Hidegarde, she's a proud little devil. 
She wanted to go to Richmond. She can't get in there. 
So she finally selected a university in North Carolina 
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at Chapel Hill. And Elsie wanted to go to the University 
of Kentucky. She went there. And so I gave them these 
credit cards and went to these Kentucky ••• There would 
be telephone calls, Chapel Hill. Not Chapel Hill to 
Charleston but Lexington to Chapel Hill and vice versa. 
And they would call Jock, my son, down in Cape Coral, 
Florida. It kept them together . It cost very little . 
And how much satisfaction and they would call home often. 
Now if they are going to pay for the call, they won't call. 
But I've got three great kids. All of them very successful. 
Elsie, as I told you, he spent two years in Africa as an 
exchange teacher, and see they fit you up over there in 
Africa under British, you rent the house and the servant 
that go with it. And I would have had a fit, I would 
have liked to have seen Elsie . She down the road. She 
has got a Volkswagen. And here was a black person having 
a baby right on the road. Well Elsie finally, I said Elsie 
I would have liked to have had a picture of you watching 
you do that. Well she would write a letter home, kind of 
a philosophical letter. I'd take that letter and photograph 
it and send it to all of her cousins and all her brothers 
and sisters. So she had to write but one letter. But she 
was always telling about what she did and what she thought. 
And she' quite an artist. And she taught over there in 
this university. And after the regular art teacher went 
back to Australia . And she said the color that the Africans 
detest is black . You have to be careful how you use that 
word over there. And while she was on the plane from 
Kenya, corning back into where she was staying, she run 
onto the president of the university. You see the university 
has got a tract of ground on the Great African, an agriculture 
project there. And she got on this plane, and she introduced 
herself and said I'm Bob Kay's daughter, Elsie. Well, here 
they are, two West Virginia hillbillies, meeting one another 
in the darkest of Africa. And Hildegarde married a lawyer 
in Lexington, Kentucky and they have a beautiful home there, 
and he's in real estate and law business, he's a CPA and a 
lawyer on top of that. And the two girls between them have 
got one of these Bluebirds, and they pick up Jock and Elsie. 
Elsie's got two girls and Hildegarde's got two boys. Two 
years ago they went to Alaska and went up bay above 
Fairbanks and up to the beach up there where Wiley Post and, 
got killed. And they brought me back a buckle from the 
roots made up there. They had the thing all planned out. 
It took them two months, the whole summer, and got in their 
Robert Kay 79 
buses and Frank Harris, that's Elsie's husband, he's a 
great mechanic too. If the damn bus breaks down, I'm 
in trouble. But they had the damn thing all worked out, 
John. They left Lexington, Kentucky and went through 
Indiana and Illinois and on through Minnesota, Montana, 
and went through the Glacier National Park pass at Logan 
pass, the day after the thing was opened. I wanted a 
collect call from them every week, so I got it. But they 
were the first vehicles that went through that pass after 
the sno\v, I have been through there many times and so 
was Jock, but that, got a lot of logistics to get worked 
out. They had these two damn buses, sleep six and got a 
shower bath on it and all of that kind of business. And 
they went into St. George and they caught a boat there, 
and they went on over to Katchekan, and they caught another 
boat and they went up to SLtka. And they oversold the 
boatage. So they had to stay over. And they went up 
to Juneau, and Jock went up to see the governor up there, 
and he had that governor reimburse them for the cost of 
going back to Juneau, Sitka, because they want to see old 
Russian capitol. He got by with it. And they put those 
.t buses on a narrow gage railroad and went down to White Horse 
and got then on the mainland, drove up to, parallel, well 
they paralleled the river and then went on from there into 
Fairbanks. And they went to the University of Alaska, and 
he's kind of a cow college boy too and he can fly a plane, 
sail a boat. He's mechanically minded. Hildegarde got 
him a car. He'll just sleep with the damn thing if you 
let him. 
JM: What is your weight today, compared to your playing weight? 
RK: About the same. 
JM: Really. 
RI-< : About the same . Well my playing weight was 175 and six. 
Professional, I got to be 185. But I'm down not to about 
170_ 170 to 180. Mrs. Kay, I didn't quite finish that one. 
Her father was in the Spanish- American War in the Corps of 
Engineers. And he was a civilian engineer tied up with 
the Corps of Engineers on the building of rivers and harbors 
improvements. And he became an officer in the Union 
Construction Company. And they built the darns, the dam 
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at Louisa, Kentucky and there's where he met my wife's 
mother. She was a Louisa, Kentuckian and they, Fred 
Vinson, they are all those kinfolks of hers. Her great 
grandmother claims to be a descendant of John Rolfe, 
who married that Pocahontas, and that's nothing but a 
damn squaw man. And I was going down there to Pikeville, 
Kentucky to try a case up there in federal court and I 
was alittle bit late and I thought I was getting along 
pretty good, and going back through Prestonburg a cop 
stopped me and said where are you going? I said I'm 
going up there to see my wife's kinfolks. He said, who 
are they? I said well the Mayos and the Prestons. Oh, 
Mr. Kay I can't, you up in this country. She's related 
to all of those people down there. A very close family 
life, with my mother and my father and my sisters and 
my brothers. We were very close. And I've tried to 
instill the same thing in my son and his twin sisters. 
He never first, with their names, always the sisters. 
And he looks after them faithfully. And they are very 
close and they stay close to our family. So I pleasure 
as you travel down life's path toward life's low, descending 
sun, you want to view your hands for work well done and my 
work well done is my pleasure. At the end I watch the 
sunrise of ~y soul, arise over the eastern horizon, as the 
end sets over the west. 
